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Publisher, Printer, Managing Editor
S Ponder before spout
; _ Executive Editor :
- KV Satyanath
Feature Editor . few days ago, Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi visited
~ Lakshmi Venkatachalam T Shivagiri, the temple established by Sree Narayana Guru. Normally it
~ Feature Writers = hould not be a big news. Unfortunately it opened a Pandora's Box in
K R Narayanan =i Kerala's politics.

VN Gopalakrishnan L= The Acharyas of Shlvagm in fact invited leaders of a variety of political
SriprakashMenon o= parties, including A K Antony and Smt Sonia Gandhi, not to mention Kerala
Rafn‘;d““'”a‘rl e CM Oommen Chandy. As Narendra Modi readily accepted the invitation,

: — others obviously declined citing other engagements. Even the old tradition of
Buroau Chief-Thane Reglon == welcoming the guest CM by the host CM was not observed.
- Moﬁ%“&fss e Since the infamous Gujarat riots, Narendra Modi has become a persona non
- grata to all other states where non-BJP parties rule and a kind of
Consulting Creative Director = yntoychability is strictly maintained. In this case, the great Kerala hospitality
Shankar S Bhogwekar - i ,
- —— is givena big bye.
Desigaes s The UDF and LDF boycotted the meetings attended by Modi but the BJP
SESEY. — — made it an event to remember. Thousands of BJP workers reached the
Marketing Consultants —=g—as| Thiruvananthapuram airport to welcome the Gujarat CM. However, the
= Arvind e leaders of other political parties rubbished what Modi said and done. Modi
~— Mob: 07738419118 — ———— spoke well at the Shivagiri event eulogizing Sree Narayana Guru and the
MsRakheo Sull  Tfe=——x people attending the event lapped it up. So farso good!
—  Mob: 09820370060 - — The verbal attack unleashed by the UDF and LDF leaders on Modi has
“Advertisement & Matketing =il angered the Gujarat Malayalees. The President of Federation of Gujarat
Reshma Nair (Mumbai) s Malayalee Associations (FEGMA) has warned the Kerala leaders to keep their
~  Mob: 09930514940 ] mouth shut as their talks could turn the Gujaratis against Malayalees. FEGMA
- TR Saghamsdenn et President J K Nair warned the Kerala leaders that before they open their mouth
= (Kochi -08847160725) —=="0 against Gujarat leaders, they should remember that Gujarat has a Malayalee
Production & Logistics —— population of more than 13 lakh, more than that of Saudi Arabia. They should
KVPrabhakaran - —— also remember that despite his past misdeeds, he won the state legislative
A= Owner sl assembly elections consecutively thrice and is certain to sweep the polls again
 Vibrant Printing & Publishing Pvt. Ltd —— especially when he aims to higher levels. Native Gujaratis are not likely to take
= such rash criticism lightly and their reaction would adversely affect the lives
PR ;‘;::"m e of Keralites in that state. Kerala leaders have no moral right to put the lives of
~ Marol, Andheri (E), Mumbal-400 059, - —— Malayalees living in other states in jeopardy.

Tel: 022-26209959 e We fully endorse the views expressed by the FEGMA President. Malayalees
living outside Kerala reached there not because of the animosity to their own
Printing Press — State but to help the state by enabling it to get a higher share of natural
S;‘fmr:(“o?' 1?6?9. Smg;rzt . resources for the people who could not leave for various reasons. Maharashtra
e g also has a sizeable section of Malayalees in its various cities and towns. Their
hard work fed lakhs at their native towns for decades and further contributed to
the development of the State. Tomorrow a regional party could come to power
here too, as national parties are getting weaker and weaker and antogonising
the local population against Malayalees would not be in the interests of either
Pravasi Malayalees or the state of Kerala.
According to FEGMA, the refusal of Kerala Minister Shibu Baby John to
meet Malayalees of Ahmedabad when he was there, exposed the UDF

Emall; keralainmumbai@gmail.com ‘
Website: www.keralainmumbai.com - r
—
Views and opinions expressed in Kerala in Mumbal ——
are not necassarlly those of Vibrant Printing & ‘
Publishing Pvt. Ltd. VPPPL does nottakethe |
responsibility for returning unsolicited material sent
without dus postal stamps for ratum postage. No \
part of Kerala in Mumbal can be reproduced

without prior permission of the publisher, VPPPL government's attitude towards Malayalees staying outside. Further Shibu had
’““"’ﬂsr‘::‘;“;ﬁm “’“"’""’“““"“f""""’“‘ 2 a very cordial talk with CM Modi and later he was made to regret it under

— pressure from his coalition partners and the Chief Minister.

=) It is high time that our political leaders learn some etiquette and caution
\dbrant =
Printing & Pablishing Pv1 L1d

while dealing with the masses and leaders of other states and start thinking
__ e which they might not be able to reverse later.

before opening their mouth. Their ignorance would put other people in trouble




[ ¢LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ANAPPEAL

I have been an avid reader and a keen observer of the young
magazine KERALA IN MUMBAI (KIM) from its inception.
“Considering the vast younger generation, not proficient enough to
read and comprehend Malayalam and also the nuances of
Malayalam language”, the publishers started with an English
edition. They stated: “Over the last eight decades as Malayalees
came to Mumbai for employment and business, or in transit, there
has been a growing alienation from traditional Malayalee ethos,
manifest in succeeding generations.”

And Marcus Garvey's words came to my mind: “A people
without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is
like a tree without roots.” .
They lamented about the growing alienation of the new generamn
from their roots. With a view to bringing together all Keralites in
and around Mumbai and providing them .
information and knowledge of Malayalee culture, £
traditions, rites and rituals, festivals and trends in
various walks of life, they designed the
magazine. They had the conviction that “the
more firmly one is committed to his or her roots,
the better INDIAN he/she becomes.”

And they promised: “It will be our endeavor to
instill in our young readers a desire to develop
civilized standards of good neighborliness, shun
every vestige of parochialism, regionalism and
superstitions. It will also seek to create bonds
among Malayalee residents in various pockets of
settlements and residential colonies and to be of
help to the needy, afflicted, ostracized, neglected sections of
society, irrespective of caste, community, religion, gender or other
man-made distinctions and divisions.”

Laudable objectives are they, no doubt. Iam happy to say that the
team is steadily working towards these goals.

KIM has many unique features. It is gradually becoming a bi-
lingual magazine. In fact, from the beginning, lessons on the
mother-tongue, Malayalam was a prominent feature, In order to
attract the young generation, lyrics of popular Malayalam film
songs are featured with English transliteration.  Excellent
expositions of Malayalam literature and Kerala history find place
in every issue, Invariably, the city events and personalities get
good coverage. Production and print quality of the magazine is
superb,

All in all, it has made a mark and has the potential to evolve as a
complete family magazine especially for the Malayalees settled
outside Kerala, taking the new generation in its fold.

KIM therefore deserves all patronage from Keralites in Mumbai
and elsewhere, While showcasing the Kerala culture and
traditions for the young generation, it can as well emerge as the
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voice of the people and serve as a platform for unity. The
vernacular section can provide forum to all Malayalee writers in
the city, who often grumble about inadequate opportunities in the
mainstreamn Malayalam media,
As one who devoted his life for promoting art and culture in the
city, it is my appeal to all Malayalees to find in KIM their Kerala in
Mumbai by subscribing to it, popularizing it, airing their views on
all subjects through its columns and by contributing their articles,
stories and other literary pieces (English and Malayalam). The
management too should endeavor to make it accessible to all, and
enrich the contents on an ongoing basis to meet the needs of the
time. May it emerge as a model NRK publication! I wish KIM
all success.
K D Chandran
(Ex-Dy. Library Director, American Center Library)

Well-written feature

I have been reading “Kerala in Mumbai” since last six
months. At the outset let me congratulate the management
of Kerala in Mumbai for this bold act of publishing an
English magazine from Mumbai. I belong to the new
generation born and brought up in Mumbai . We do not
have much knowledge or involvement in the culture or
festivals of Kerala. 1 appreciate the efforts by your
magazine to provide us some information about Kerala.
M We are proud of this colourful, beautifully printed
X magazine.

I am particularly writing this letter referring to the article *
Reminiscences on Legendery Artist Madhava Menon” appeared
in April 2013 issue. This is a very nicely written article about the
legendary artist, who is today unknown to’ Malayali's even. I
searched in the web about this artist, to get more information. Then
saw that Mr.Madhava Menon has been equated with pioneers like
RajaRavi Varmaand K.C.S Panicker. This is really commendable
and our Academy's should take the responsibility for his tragic
end.

I feel this article should have been the lead feature of this issue. It
is unfortunate that such a brilliant article has ended with an
incomplete sentence. It appears that the article has missed some
sentences / words atthe end.

P.Jayadevan

Goregaon (East).

The words missing in the feature were ‘beloved flute’.
Weregret this omission.
-Editor
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D RNAIR

CONSTRUCTING

! DREAM
{ COMPLEXES _

Starting his career as an office clerk in, a:prIVate
company, D R Nair has risen to become:Vice ==
President of one of Mumbai's prestiglbugbnd eli‘;th
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One of the
highpoints in
his career was
completion of
twenty building
projects in
Thane Estate
out of which
200 flats were of
L&T that were
unfinished and
without basic
infrastructure
and handing
them over to
L&T with all
facilities and
amenities.
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Nair, Wwho is curtén
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frame”. In fact D R Nair was presented with an
Appreciation  from Colgate Palmolive for
completing its office complex within the stipulated
time frame.

se etd, has been constructed
nsttiictions at Powai and//D R
tly Vice- President Construic-
oup, has been involved in all

Giitj1.5 crores sq ft. OF {= D' R Nair joined Hiranandani Constructions in
~ T {1984 His first project was at Four Bungalows site
tih comstruction, lin Andhéri West where he joined as foreman. In
ma concrete " 1985 he was transferred to Santacruz to construct
Is, infrastructure_and- thejcompa yfs Office Building. It was here that he
Ancther important - damemmileloge contact with the owners of the
company: Théy saw his dedication and sincerity to
his readiness to take on challenges, and
ofi to complete projects successfully.
Fted a Course in Construction
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A
DR Nair with film actor
Jitendra who is the
partner with Hiranandani
at Chandivali site (Killick
Nixon).
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Management through the company.

In 1987 when the company started their Powai
projects, D R Nair was the most natural choice.
Powai was at that time vast tracts of grass lands and
rising hills, lonely roads, and not much transport
facilities. In fact the place was notorious for
robbers at dusk and night. D R Nair recalls that he
used to walk up to Kanjur Marg from Powai to
catch the train
because of lack of
proper transport.
He joined the
Powai office as
General foreman
and till today con-
tinues to have ail
hand ifisall;, their |
projects ' including
the hospital and hie |
helipag, “inaugys
ration- that =took
place 13t April 22

ere. - axfinishpd |

MEREn)

"+ to L&T with all facilities and
| amenities. Currently as Vice-
, President Construction, Nair is
in charge of the company's
@ developing projects at Kandivli,
L}l Chandivili, Sahar and Powai. In
recognition of 25 years of
dedicated service to the
company Hiranandani
Construction presented D R
Nair withan Awardin2012.

D Rajendran Nair hails from
Kalanjoor in Pathanamthitta
. District. His father is the late
Damodaran Nair and his mother
| Sarasakshi Amma who lives
. presently in Kalanjoor. He has
| four sisters in Kerala and a
brother working with
Hiranandani Construction in
Mumbai. After completing his
school education at Kalanjoor,
he did his Pre Degree at St
Stephen's College
Pathanapuram in Kollam. Later

In 1987 when the company started
their Powai projects, D R Nair was the
most natural choice.

iti3 i
- DR Nair felicitating Sudha Chandran during Raagalaya Award Nite 2012.

S R Pillai also seen.
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“Being in the
construction line, |
feel happy that
through the
contractors our
company has been
giving employment
to many poor
people at project
sites and this has
improved their
living conditions.
They are able to
send their children
to school and
provide them
education. It has
improved their
standard of living
and some of them
have been able to
buy a home for
themselves.”

- D R Nair

08
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Bhooml Poo]a at a construction site

he completed a Technical Engineering Course in
Pune and came to Mumbai in 1978 to search for a
job. In Mumbai he accompanied his friend to a
construction site of Sonal Constructions in Kurla,
sister company of the Ajmera Group. Nair recounts
the manner through which he got into the
construction line. The person in charge at Sonal
Constructions asked him for his bio-data, Since he
did not have a typed one, he wrote his CV by pen
and handed it over to him. The person was
impressed by his beautiful handwriting and
immediately appointed him as office clerk. Nair
learnt the job that was assigned to him and rose to
become Store clerk, Store Manager and later

SIS

A Project Incharge. This
company was involved in the
construction of 67 Housing
' Boards' LIG and MIG
buildings between Kurla and
n Vidyavihar, Nair also imbibed
. knowledge about construction
~ line from the Housing Board
-} staff and contractors working
* there. When the company
closed, he joined Hiranandani
Group as Foreman,
: Nair's wife Nisha belongs to
...... Omalloor in Pathanamthitta
s District. Her parents are
Gopalakrishnan Nair who
retired from the Railways and
~ Sarojini Amma and are now
settled in Kerala. Nisha studied
in Kerala and came to Mumbai
"' after her marriage to Nair in
1989.
The couple has two daughters. The elder one,
Aswathy Nair has completed her Engineering in
Computer and is working with Infosys in Pune.
Their second daughter, Arathy Nair, is doing her
Final year Engineering in IT at Datta Meghe
College in Airoli. Both his daughters want to
complete their MBA before settling down with
marriage.
D R Nair and Nisha are very active with the social
and cultural activities of Mumbai Malayalees. He
is member of Hiranandani Keralite Association,
Ayyappa Seva Sangham, Powai Nair Welfare
Society and Powai Kerala Samajam. Last year the
Powai Nair Welfare Society bestowed on him the
Navaratna Award for Outstanding Professional
Service. B

D R Nair receiving Award from Managing Directors Ntran]an and Surendra Hiranandani for successful completion
of 25 years service in Hiranandani Group of Companies.

Kerala In Mumbai May 2013
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Sakinaka is a centrally located busy suburb that was home to the
earlier migrant Malayalee population and continues to have a strong

Malayalee presence even today.

o Mumbal (then called Bombay),
iy i several of them settled in Sakinaka
Whlch had a lot of industries like Kamani,
Maneklal, Parke Davis, Killick Nixon, etc, the
majority of them worked either in the factories and
industries there or were engaged in diamond
polishing work, Areas like Nairwadi,
Poothenaruvi Society, and Jos Nagar had a lot of
Malayalee population. Today there are people of
all states living in these places as well as
Malayalees who are actively involved in social
and cultural activities,

Wilson Hotel, Friends Hotel, Hotel Raina,
Maveli Lunch Home, are some of the several
Malayalee hotels in Sakinaka that serve Kerala
food and some of these hotels have boarding
facilities as well at reasonable fees, This is helpful
for Malayalees who come to Mumbai in search of
jobs. Kerala Bombay Ayurvedic Dispensary
selling Vaidyaratnam Ayurvedic products,
Kottakal Aryavaidyasala, Nagarjuna Ayurvedic
products, and several Malayalee shops selling
Kerala items are located in Sakinaka. The World
Malayalee Council office is also situated here.

The Progressive Arts Club, Sakinaka Nair
Samajam, Guru Maheshwara temple of Sree
Narayana Mandira Samithi, Aalpanakkavu
Ayyappa temple, several Malayalee Churches, All
India Education Society's High School, Ideal
Classes for Commerce, Eden College etc are

located here.

The Sakinaka Pipeline Road is an important
Malayalee area. There are no high rise structures
here, Rows of two storied structures dot the
landscape while hawkers sell items from plastic
wares to clothes, from vegetables to electronic
good on either sides of the streets with shoppers
bargaining over the price and autoriskshaws and
other vehicles trying to ply through the crowded
roads.

Sakinaka is centrally placed connecting the
western and eastern suburbs, near Andheri East
and transport facilities are remarkable. It has the
privilege of becoming a part of the city's first
elevated metro line, Mumbai Metro line 1, under
construction from Andheri Versova to Ghatkopar
with a station to the east of the Sakinaka Junction.
This should hopefully reduce the traffic congestion
that is a part of Sakinaka main roads.

Earlier there were several manufacturing and
industrial units. However of late, most of the heavy
industries are moving out and being replaced by
the services sector namely banks and call centres.
The upcoming Times Square Complex promises to
be the largest commercial arena in Sakinaka. Other
commercial sites include Sagar Tech Plaza, Saki
Vihar complex, and Marwah Centre. Residential
complexes such as Sagar Heights, Akruti Orchid
Park and DSK Madhuban are slowly turning
Sakinaka into a residential locality.

10
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St George Orthodox Syrian Church

@ t George Orthodox Syrian Church
<l is one of the oldest churches of

il Mumbai. Fr Shaji Chacko is the
Parish priest here. The parish was formed
in 1985 and the land for the church
acquired in 1990. The consecration of the
Church took place in 1997 by His Grace
Gee Varghese Mar Coorilose,
Metropolitan of Mumbai Diocese. In
2010 the parish celebrated its silver
jubilee. As part of Silver jubilee
celebrations a Georgian Jubilee Hall was
constructed where social and church
functions are being held. The Church
conducts spiritual and charitable
activities. It runs the Sunday School,
MGOCSM an organization of youngsters
in the age group 16-30 years (Mar

St George Orthodox Syrian Churcﬁ Sakinéka

Gregorios Orthodox Christian Students
Movement), OCYM (Orthodox Christian
Youth Movement), for the age group 18
to 40 years, Martha Mariam Vanitha
Samajam etc. Worship, study and service
is the motto of all these organizations.
The Feast of St George is celebrated on a
grand scale in April every year.

The parish members visit orphanages,
old age homes, conduct medical camps,
distribute food to the poor and the needy
and are helpful; during times of
calamities. The administration of Dr
Philipose Mar Theophilus Memorial
Orthodox Youth Hostel under the
Diocesan Youth Wing at Sakinaka is
managed by this Church. The hostel
provides accommodation at reasonable
rates to students and those who come to
Mumbai in search of jobs. The Church
conducts Malayalam classes under the
Malayalam Mission Plan.

Kerala In Mumbai May 2013
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AALPANAKAVU TEMPLE SANGHAM CHARITABLE SOCIETY

he Aalpanakavu Temple under

the Aalpanakaavu Temple

Sangham Society at Nairwadi in
Sakinaka has shrines dedicated to
Ganapathy, Lord Ayyappa, Durga Devi,
navagrahas with their spouses and family
of Nagaraja including Nagamma, The
uniqueness of this temple is the
appearance of Nagadevata in the temple's
banyan tree just behind the
nagaprathishta,  Special pujas like
nagapreethi, sarpa puja, noorum paalum
(turmeric and milk) abhishekham are
performed every day while aayilyampuja
is performed every month on Ayilyam
star day.

Other pujas for Ayyappan and Devi are
also performed according to Kerala
traditions, including mandala masa puja
and Vijayadashami during Navaratri.

The Managing Committee of the
Sangham Trust consists of R Rajan Pillay
as the President, Ramachandran Nair C
and Babu P Nair as Vice - Presidents, Anil
Kumar Nair as Secretary, Harikumar
Pillai and Bijumon KP as Jt Secretaries,
Bhaskar Moily as Treasurer and Satheesh
Kumar as Jt Treasurer.

The Trust has plans to build a
Community Hall in the temple premises

Mary Matha Church

he Mary Matha Church

community stands for joy,

compassion, peace and harmony.
In the year 1998 itself when the Kalyan
Diocese was established for Syro -
Malabar Catholic members, Sakinaka
church was formed in the name of 'Kripa
Matha Centre' and Mary Matha Church'
was constructed in 2004, ——
Today this Parish has around F
250 families, of the Syro
Malabar community.

The Parish council of 36
members under the direction
of the Parish priest, Fr
Apneesh Thomas Katta-
kkayathil, leads the various
activities of the parish. The
Parish has a Catechism unit |

l' qite’

Vijaya Dasami Pooja at Aa!panakM Temple

for small religious and social functions
which can be rented for devotees at
affordable rates. It also wants to renovate
the temple as per tantric and vaastu
principles. For the past 15 years the Trust
is conducting Malayalam and divine
lessons in the name of Hare Krishna
Balagokulam and now it is registered

organisations participate in
competitions at the Eparchy
level. Every year, a seven day
| festival is celebrated in the
month of January, on a major

with more than 160 students.

In addition to this, Pithruvedi,
Mathrusangham, Kalyan Eparchy Youth
(KEY), Altar Angels, Clelia Niketan
Sisters etc are very active here and
contribute to its spiritual growth, The
Catechism unit and the above

scale to commemorate the
feasts of Mother Mary and St. Sebastian
jointly. Under the guidance of Fr Aneesh
Thomas Kattakkayathil the church
community participates in all the
activities upholding the Syro Malabar
traditions.

Mary Matha Church Sakinaka (inset) Fr Aneesh Thomas Parish Priest

with the Malayalam Mission of Kerala
Government also. The teachers are Smt
Geetha Mohan and Smt Jayashree Nair.
There is a Classical Dance Class also in
the Temple and Kalamandalam
Unnikrishnan is the dance teacher.

K

Various charitable activities
particularly Medical and Educational
help is given to the needy regardless of
Caste, Creed and Religion under the
Karunya trust of the Church. Under the
guidance of Sr Jiji Theresa, Mother
Superior of the Clelia Niketan Sisters, a
dispensary, créche and Tiny Tots primary
school are conducted here. More than 200
children are getting trained here under the
Kerala Government's Malayalam mission
language learning program.

Kerala In Mumbai May 2013
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Graduate, with M Phil and |
DHE certficates, he teaches o
| Commerce at Somaiyya
" College. He is a Moderator in
' 'HSC Board examinations for
the past five years. He is active
in the socio- cultural field also R
and is the President of the Viswakarma Service Society Mumbai, President of
| Chandivili Ayyappa Seva Sangham Trust that regularly conducts Mandala Puja|
. and Onam celebrations, helps Malayalees in times of need and distress and in
- | emergencies like accidents, untimely death etc. He is also life member and |
Patron of Aalpanakkavu Ayyappa Temple Trust and Hari Om Nagar Ayyappg||i
Vishnu temple in Powai. il
' Vijayan's wife Bindu also hails from Kozhencherry. She is proprietor of Idea

Classes that runs coaching class for Std XII students. AB.Com Graduate sheis |
also involved in the ladies wing of Viswakarma Service Society and the
religious sessions at temples in Sakinaka and Powai. Vijayanand Binduhavea |
- daughter Divya Jasraj who is a physiotherapist at Bethany Hospital Thane andis | |
| 'married to Jasraj Ganeshan who is a software engineer at [ Gate Patni. Vijayan| '
and Bindu's son,Dinoop, has just completed his engineering in electronics and '/
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mmunications and is working presently fora private company.

IR b it r,:[

) Shibudohn '~ a1
® Working in an educational institution for the past
20 years in Sakinaka, Shibu John is involved with the |
church and spiritual activities of St George Orthodox
| SyrianParish. HeistheVice Presidentof OCYMof
! ¥ the Church, He had earlier served as Secretary and || "
| Treasurer for several terms, He is the Secretary of Dr ||
Philipos Mar Theophilus Memorial Orthodox Youth ||
Hostel under the Diocesan youth wing. He is alsoan |

d
1

_ LIC agent. His wife Rachel is working in a limited|Ji[
Ll company. . Shibu and his wife are natives ofll:
{_ [Pathanamthitta Districtin Kerala. _ [ . ; 1
t | |__|
Anil KumarNair i

® Anil Kumar Nair has been an active member of |
Aalpanakavu Temple Sangham Charitable Society
"-and its Secretary for the past four terms. Anil Kumar’s|
" native place is Cheppad in Alappuzha District. He'
' came to Mumbai in 1982 and has since been residing |
' in Sakinaka and working for Hiranandani
- Contruction Pvt Ltd. Anil Kumar's wife Sunanda also |
. works in a private company. She is involved in the
' social and cultural activities of the Aalpanakavu
- Temple and Sakinaka Nair Samajam. They have a i
“daughter, Sreelakshmi doing her MBA and a son, Sreeraj, doing his
Engineering. On the social front, Anil Kumar is Life and active Member of
Progressive Arts Club, Sakinaka Nair Samajam, Bombay Keraleeya Samajam, |
Matunga and in the activities of Rashtriya Swaya Seva Sangh, Sakinaka. For |
the period 2002-04, he was Secretary of Sakinaka Nair Samajam. sl

Uses Of Common Salt
Although you may not realize it,

| simple table salt has a great number of

uses other than simply seasoning your

food. The following list will give you
various uses of salt, many of which
you probably did not realise:

1. Soak stained hankies in salt water
before washing.

2. Sprinkle salt on your shelves to
keep ants away.

3. Soak fish in salt water before
descaling; the scales will come off
casier.

4. Put a few grains of rice in your salt
shaker for easier pouring.

5. Add salt to green salads to prevent
wilting..

6. Test the freshness of eggs in a cup
of salt water; fresh eggs sink; bad
ones float.

7. A tiny pinch of salt with egg whites
makes them beat up fluffier.

8. Soak wrinkled apples in a mildly
salted water solution to perk them up.

9. Soak toothbrushes in salt water
before you first use them; they will
last longer.

10. Use salt to clean your discolored
coffee pot.

11. Add a little salt to the water your
cut flowers will stand in for a longer
life, ;

12. Pour a mound of salt on an ink
spot on your carpet; let the salt soak
up the stain,

13. Use a mixture of salt and lemon
juice to clean piano keys.

14, Mildly salted water makes an
effective mouthwash. Use it hot for a
sore throat gargle.

15, Use salt for killing weeds in your
lawn.

16. Before using new glasses, soak
them in warm salty water for awhile.

17. Salt improves the taste of cooking
apples.

18. Rub any wicker furniture you may
have with salt water to prevent
yellowing.

19. Freshen sponges by soaking them
in salt water.

20. Clean your greens in salt water for
easier removal of dirt.

21. Gelatin sets more quickly when a
dash of salt is added.

22. Fruits put in mildly salted water
after peeling will not discolor.

23, Sprinkle salt in your oven before
scrubbing clean.

24. Soaked discolored glass in a salt
and vinegar solution to remove
stains..

25. Clean greasy pans with a paper
towel and salt.

Compiled by R M Nair

Kerala In Mumbai May 2013




[ <4{MALAYALAM LITTERATEURS-6

P C Kuttikrishnan _ |
Uroob and his stories

- Satyanath

P C Kuttikrishnan was not a prolific writer like many of his
contemporaries but we cannot label him as an occasional writer. He
was a writer of fiction of immense value.

Kuttikrishnan mentions that it was his co-

brother-in-law and poet Edasseri Govindan
Nair who showed him the path of story-telling as
an alternate career. In later years, he extended all
necessary support to PC not only in literary
activities but in all his personal upheavals, PC
reminiscences.
P C Kuttikrishnan was not a prolific writer like
many of his contemporaries but we cannot label
him as an occasional writer. He was a writer of
fiction of immense value. His short stories and
novels were eagerly awaited by readers of his
time. Except for one compilation 'Katirkatta', all of
his compilations of stories and all his novels were
published by his famous pseudonym "Uroob’, a
necessary evil as he held a government job in AIR.

In his Introduction to Neerchalukal, P C

His writings
His serial short stories are not connected to each
other except that the characters mentioned in one
are appearing in other stories also. While one of
them revolves round Kunjamma, the other is
around Moulavi. Both these characters are very
warm and humane and bring out the positive
aspects of ordinary but lovable characters that
could be seen in the fifties and sixties in our
surrounding villages. They would continue to live
in our hearts for years to come. Even today, we
would smile within while going through them
especially when we interact with Moulavi stories.
This could be said with almostall his stories.
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Many other stories are told in first person, often on
himself or on familiar people PC knew intimately.
People of Ponnani and Kozhikode easily identify
them as someone close to them. The basic ideas
behind them are so ordinary but when mixed with
the bright imagination of once ‘Dharmaputrar’,
they turn out to be intense and memorable. His son
Sudhakaran suspects that many characters of
Uroob's masterpiece 'Sundarikalum Sundaran-
marum', have a trace of his father in varying
degrees but he has no doubt that Narayana Pilla is
none but 'Vedi' Madhavettan of Kozhikode. You
may also find Comrade Krishna Pillai and A K
Gopalan in it. Similarly, his great short story
'Nananja Saydnham' (A wet evening) portrays a
man who contemptuously talks and is believed to
be a rikshaw puller who used to ferry PC to AIR.
(Recently, a rough copy of this short story
appeared in an Onam Special of a reputed

Amina

Amina first appeared in Mathrubhumi Weekly and

was published in book form in 1950. Perhaps this
was the shortest (44 pages) novel written by
Uroob. It is one of the early novels in Malayalam
that attacked the communal riots following the
division of the country. It deals with the
camaraderie between Hameed and Dr Krishnan
Nair during their school days and the aftermath of
the marriage of Hameed with Amina, for whom
Nair had an undeclared love. Though it is stated to
be anovel, it is in fact written in the format of short
story. Remember S K Pottekkat's Stree ran over 80

pages.

Ummachu
Some holds Ummdchu as the masterpiece of Uroob

monthly).

Though the writings of Uroob mostly
appeared in Mathrubhumi Weekly, (it ig
said that whenever his novels started
serializing, the weekly's circulation
increased many folds), his books were
published by Mangalodayam, Current
Books, K R Brothers(he worked there for
some time before joining AIR), and
towards his end, by D C Books. Even
Navakerala, the first Book Club
publishers, also published one of his books
(Gopalan Nayarute Tadi), His son
Sudhakaran wished to have a complete
collection of his father's stories published
by Mathrubhumi, but it did not
materialize. Incidentally, Sudhakaran is a
noted painter who had several exhibitions
ofhis paintings in India and abroad.

Uroob before his

contemporaries

P A Varier, author of 'Chavitti kuzhachcha
Mannu', writes about Ummdachu: “We find

in this book his portrayal of life with a
natural flavor and sharp moralistic sense
and with a broad outlook of epoch proportions.
May be, that is why it is called a great and heart
rendering human story.”

Prof S Guptan Nair remarked on Sundarikalum
Sundaranmdrum: "Uroob's Sundarikalum
Sundaranmarum is a long but thoroughly
appreciative novel of the contemporary age. Itis a
complex novel depicting the events touching four
to five families and stretched over four to five
decades. In my opinion, after C V Raman Pillai, it
is the next complex novel."

PC did not belong to any group and he had no time
to mingle with them as he needed 16-18 hours a
day to attend the needs of his job, family and other
commitments.

Uroob with Edasseri

while others consider Sundarikalum
Sundaranmarum as his magnum opus. It could be,
because it is heart rendering while the latter had a
wider canvas.

“Ummachu' is a saga of love and longing, loss and
suffering. It narrates the ups and downs in the
eventful life of a handful of characters. It is a
pioneering work that blazed a new trail in the
longer variety of fiction.

Itis probably the first novel that really captured the
attention of the regular readers. It did not carry the
byline of a novel but was called a thutarkkatha (a
serial story) when it first appeared in Mathrubhumi
Weekly. In this category, each chapter ends at a
poignant point that makes the reader inquisitive
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and keeps him on a needle point where
as a chapter in a novel ends when a
particular event reaches its natural
end.

Uroob was fond of attending the
Sessions Court in Kozhikode when
murder cases were heard. When the
background of the murder is unfurled,
itopenedan opportunity for weaving
a new story for him. Even civil cases
inspired him to write several stories. It
is an irony that he himself got
entangled for several years in a civil
case, that he filed against his own
father with the latter's consent to get a
plot vacated. This case was carried atlall
over by his sons after his death and still Ramu I(anat
lost a part of the land despite a
favourable court order.

It is believed that Uroob was inspired
by a murder case that took place near
Arecode in the present Malapuram
district, during the forties. The story
takes place in a village in the pre-
independence era and revolves round
two generations. The main characters
are Ummachu, Mayan, Beeran,
Chappunni Nair, Abdu and
Chinnammu. Ummachu, Mayan and
Beeran were childhood buddies and T Bnaskaran
Chappunni Nair their class mate, When the
children grew up, Ummachu was drawn towards
the strong and sturdy Mayan while Beeran wanted
to marry her. Beeran's money played some
intricate games in securing Ummachu as his bride
and resulted in Mayan's escape to Wayanad after
an attempt on the life of *historian' Ahammadunni.
After a few years, Mayan realizes that the police
had no case against him and he stealthily returned.
Meanwhile Abdu was born to Ummachu and
Beeran.

Beeran was murdered and a poor man Choyi was
implicated. Mayan married Ummachu but
happiness eluded them as Abdu could not accept
Mayan as a step father and further he could not
love his younger brothers, sons of Mayan and
Ummachu. This finally led Mayan to commit
suicide. Chappunni Nair became Ummachu's
manager and his daughter Chinnammu and Abdu
became close. The novel ends with the marriage of
Abdu and Chinnammu leaving Ummachu and
Chappunni Nair sad.

There are many other characters, each coming
alive as the story unfurls. This is one of the few
novels in Malayalam that moved hearts and minds
in an era that saw communal harmony. The entire
events in the novel took place in a rural village.
There are no characters that draw ire of the reader.

A far cry from the usual sob-stories, Uroob's
female characters are practical. Life is at once a
struggle and a celebration. Ummachu's decision to

marry the murderer of her husband has
been severely criticised by several
critics, the puritans among them in
particular. Subdued and conservative,
Lakshmi Amma, Chappunni Nair's wife
is a perfect foil to Ummachu. She is a
happy homemaker. But Lakshmi Amma
too has to swallow the bitter pill of life. In
~ fact, Uroob depicts the different facets of
womanhood, highlighting them against
the complexities of crises, both domestic
and social.

Uroob's style is lucid.and layered with subtle
insights into the niceties and crudities of human
behaviour. Straight from the heart and disarmingly
simple, the dialogues are colloquial and spiced
with traditional wit. The resonance of his poetic
syntax captivates readers. Aspiring writers have a
lot to observe and absorb from Ummachu, Despite
a few flaws, Uroob casts a magic spell on the
readers, making them "experience' the emotional
conflicts of each character, major or marginal.
‘Ummachu’ truly embodies Uroob at his evocative
best.

Sundarikalum Sundaranmarum
Sundarikalum Sundaranmarum (The Beautiful
and the Handsome) has a wider canvas than
"Ummachu’ and a large number of characters, but
both are identical in terms of design, diction and
depiction. Both the novels are ranked among the
finest novels in Malayalam.

It starts with the birth of Viswanathan on the
roadside and ends with his marriage with Radha, an
elderly sister figure to Viswam. The end no doubt,
invited the wrath of many critics.

It was written in the backdrop of the history of
Malabar, the northern part of Kerala between 1921
and 1942,

It was serialized in Mathrubhumi Weekly. Within a
couple of weeks, the literary world was greatly
attracted by it. It was a great event in Malayalam
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literature. Kamala Das and M T Vasudevan Nair
remembered how that novel made an impact in
their households.

The novel starts with Raman Nair picking
Kunjukutty from the road when she was struggling
to give birth to her child. With the birth of
Viswanathan, she died leaving the new born to the
care of Raman Nair, a poor farmer with a big
family to care for. His wife supported him whén he
decided to take one more life to his already
burdened responsibility. The rest of the novel deals
with the growth of Viswanathan and the struggles
of his adopted family.

Foray into movies

It was quite accidental that Uroob became a script
writer for some of the famous Malayalam movies.
It was thanks to Ramu Kariat that it happened.
Ramu wanted to make movies but had no
sponsors. Finally a cashew exporter from Kochi,
Pareekutty agreed to put in some money provided
he had a reliable and able team. Ramu approached
P Bhaskaran, a contract employee of AIR and
roped him in and his colleagues into the film.
Except for Sathyan and Ms Kumari, all actors were
new to movies and the technicians never worked
independently before. Uroob was asked to provide
the story, screenplay and dialogue.

Uroob told them three stories: a Kannada story that
he liked, a part of his novel Ummachu and his own
short story '‘Business' published in Neelavelicham.
Ramu liked the Kannada story and asked him to
write the screenplay and dialogues. Thus
Neelakkuyil was born in 1954, a movie that
secured the award for the second best film in India.
The movie that secured the first place was Pather
Panchali of Satyajit Ray.

Neelakkuyil (The Blue Cuckoo) was a turning
point in Malayalam cinema.

After Neelakkuyil, Pareekutty needed no coaxing
to continue with the production of movies and
asked Bhaskaran to go ahead with the story,
excerpted from Ummachu. Without touching the
main story, Uroob plucked Rarichan, the son of
innocent Choyi who was hanged to death alleging
he was the murderer of Beeran, and expanded it to
complete a film story. This was not as successful as
Neelakkuyil but its songs were a hit and made a
moderate profit to the producer. 'Rarichan enna
pouran' brought K P Ummer into movies as an
actor, in an elderly role. However with this movie,
Pareekutty and his favourite music director K
Raghavan parted ways over an issue of remune-
ration.

Uroob's third film was based on his short story
‘Business' with circus as its background. Romance
was injected into the story. Nairu Pidicha Pulivalu
was the first Malayalam movie with circus in its
background.

Mintapennu(1970), Kurukshetram (1970),
Ummachu (1971), and Thrisandhya were also
made into movies in the seventies.

Uroob today

Uroob's stories have a never dying life and among
the authors of twentieth century, he is still one
whose books were in demand. His characters have
such a human touch that time cannot easily erase.
Many of his stories appear now in different colours
and designs though none would dare to plagiarise
it, such was its readability.

When C Radhakrishnan, a highly respected
author, wrote his first novel that was awarded a
second place in a literary contest conducted by
Mathrubhumi Weekly (there was no first prize),
this author then felt that it had an Uroobian touch
instyle.

Uroob's short stories
Uroob published about 20 compilations of

short stories:

Gopalan Nayarude Thadi, Velutha Kutti,
Manjinmarayile Sooryan, Rachiyamma, Neer
Chalukal, Navonmesham, Kathirkatta,
Thurannita Jalakam, Neela Mala, Kumbedukunna
Mannu, Ullavarum Ellathaverum, Thamara
Thopi, Lathiyum Pookalum, Mukham Mudikal,
Vasandhayude Amma, Moulavium
Changathimarum, Nilavinde Rahasyam, 3334-
ente Charitham, Reserve Cheyyatha Berth,
Thenmullukal and Neelavelicham, In all, he wrote
more than 200 short stories.

Uroob's novels

Aamina (1948), Kunjammayum Koottukarum
(1952), Ummachu (1954), Mindappennu (1956),
Sundarikalum Sundaranmarum (1958), Chuzhiku
Pimbe Chuzhi (1967), Aniyara (1968), Ammini
(1972), Karuvelakkunnu, The Beloved ((1974) is
the English translation of Ummachu by Raghava
R.Menon).

He published a collection of poems 'Pirannal'
(Birthday), three collections of articles (Kavi
Samelanam, Uroobinde Shaniazhichakal,
Uroobinde Lekhanangal), three children's stories
(Anka Veeran, Apuvinde Lokam, Mallanum
Maranavum) and wrote seven screenplays
(Neelakuyil, Rarichan Enna Pouran, Nairu
Pidicha Pulivalu, Mintapennu, Ummachu,
Kurukshetram, Thrisandhya), three plays
Mannum pennum, Theekondu kalikkarathu and
Miss Chinnuvum Lady Januvum.

Uroobian metaphors
and similies

We often wonder what made Uroob the most
sought after story teller. We may find several
other authors who said similar stories that were
contemporary and contextual. Many ardent fans
of Uroob revealed that his metaphors are
unparallel and inimitable. Of the 200 plus short
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stories, he used such metaphors that are unseen
elsewhere. Let us take one of his ordinary stories
(aswyomem aswyomem)to study some of his
metaphors,

&0, Wl amomo Agee oadlgflensm
GgJ0 a)aM @oalo,
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It happened with -14

P C Kuttikrishnan

he well known story writer P C

Kuttikrishnan was rich in culture and in

imagination besides having a plethora of
words to express his thinking and feelings but
he was not moneywise rich. In
spite of being a central
government employee, he did
not have his own house in
Kozhikode, his place of
employment. So he was
staying in a rented house, with
his wife Devaki Amma,

One day a petty thief
sneaked into their house
under the cover of night but he
could not pick anything
worthy of lifting. Outside the
shed, he saw rice, well ground [
and left in the pestle itself ©
covered by a bamboo mat.
Being a poor fellow, he

If'a single story could contain these metaphors and
similies, think of the vast number of them in his
world literature. If you are keen to know, please
undergo a pilgrimage through his ocean of
creativity.

There is no wonder, more than a dozen scholars did
not hesitate to choose Uroobian world to acquire a
doctoral degree in their pursuit of moving up in
career.

Awards

Uroobreceived three awards from the Government
of Madras for short stories Kathir-Katta (1948),
Thurannitta Jalakam (1949), Kumbedukkunna
Mannu (1951), silver medal from President of
India for the Best regional film Neelakuyil (1954), |
award from Kerala Sahithya Akademi for his novel
Ummachu (1959), M. P. Paul award for Gopalan
Nayarude Thati (1960), Kendra Sahitya Akademi
Award for Sundarikalum Sundaranmarum (1960),
Kerala State Film Award for Best Story for
Ummachu (1971) and Asan Centenary Award for
Sundarikalum Sundaranmarum (1973). ®

Suddenly K Balakrishna Menon (famed for
his role of Moidu of Neelakkuyil) appeared
before him and PC narrated his sad plight.
Menon went home and brought his jubbah for
e PC and saved him from

embarrassment,
Wl During 1957-'58, Dr M K
il Pareed Pillai started his
i practice in Kozhikode. P C
. Kuttikrishnan had a chest
pain all of a sudden and
. decided to approach the
nearest doctor who was
opening his consulting
room on that day. Thus P C
was his first patient afier
passing his MBBS. Pillai
was frightened to examine
this 'great man' of the
locality as his first patient.
Somehow he gave some

decided to take the ground
rice. There was a 'jubbah'

tablets for muscular

contractions and refused to

hung for drying and so he
collected the rice powder in it
and escaped.

It was the only jubbah PC had then as the other
one was damaged beyond repair by a cow on the
previous day. The only other upper cloth he had
was a sleeveless vest. He had no way of going to
AIR where he was employed.

accept any consultation fee.
Doctor was quite relieved when his patient did
not compel him to accept it.
When doctor mentioned this episode in his
memoirs, PC remarked that if the doctor
accepted that ten rupees he offered, his family
would have been in trouble for two days.
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and wealth had been very impressive.

ccording to Indian mythology, the gods

(Devas) and the demons (Asuras) churned

the ocean in a search for the elixir of life -
Amrit (nectar) - so that they would become
immortal. In this process, the 'Navratnas' (nine
jewels) surfaced and one among them was a white
elephant (Iravatam). Consequently, the elephant
became extremely respected, valuable and
religiously important. Hence, they had been
treasured, preserved and protected just like a
valuable jewel. Kerala is full of legends and stories
about the elephants of its forests. Why? In due
course of time, the elephants became a status
symbol of the affluent people of the society, until a

u‘

OD IN DISTRESS

The elephants of Kerala were well known even before the establishment of the first
Chera Empire, as they were the source of the highly valuable ivory. These animals
have been extending immense service to man in this part of the world as carriers of
persons and heavy loads as well. Their participation in the temple festivals, and
ceremonial processions of the temple deities, the kings, chieftains and those in power

few decades ago. In short, the clephants have been
an important religious, social and cultural icon in
Kerala.

Every volume of “Aithihyamala” - a collection of
legends of Kerala - authored by Kottaaratthil
Sankunni (1885-1937), ‘carried a chapter on the
famous pachyderms of the temples and
aristocracies of yore.

The Indian Elephant

The elephants have a long history of being hunted
and annihilated by the humans- originally for food
and later for domestic stock and ivory. Poaching for
ivory continues to devastate the elephant
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population even now. Also, they suffer and are
being wiped off, due to habitat destruction,
deforestation, establishment of agriculture farms
and plantations, infrastructure development for
roads, rails, etc. and for industrial and economic
projects.

They disappeared centuries ago from south-
western Asia and most of China. Current estimates
indicate that only about 25,000 to 27,000 elephants
live in Asia. Hence, they are listed on the
Appendix-I of the United Nations' Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species.

The giant proboscid group of mammals of the
animal world to which the elephants belong - is
said to have had at least 350 varieties. But over a
period of time, a great majority of them succumbed
to extinction, leaving only two survivors- namely
the Asian elephant (Elephus maximus) and the
African elephant (Loxodonta africana). But, much
like their giant predecessor the Mammoth- these
two species also are facing gradual extinction, due

sexual activities until | |

to environmental degradation and human
interference in their ecology. “Saving wildlife and
wilderness is the responsibility of all thinking
people. Greed and personal gain must not be
permitted to decimate, despoil and destroy the
earth's irreplaceable treasure for its existence is
essential to the human spirit and the well-being of
the earth as a whole. All life has just one home - the
earth - and we as the dominant species must take
care of it”, warmns Dr. Dame Daphne Sheldrick
(2010). Distributed from India to Borneo, the
Indian elephant plays a very important ecological
and cultural role in the Asian continent
Geographically the Asian elephants are
distributed in South and Eastern Asia, Their range
of distribution is said to be Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, China, India, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet
Nam.
The Indian Elephant is scientifically referred as
Elephas maximus (variety indicus). It grows
to about 6.4m in length and 2-3.5m in
».  height. The skin color is dark grey
A, to brown, with patches of pink
4/, on the forehead, ears, base of
the trunk and chest. They are
, extremely sociable, forming
) groups of 6 to 7 related
females that are led by the
| oldest female, the
'matriarch'. Like African
elephants, these groups
occasionally join others to
form herds, although these
associations are relatively
transient. More than two thirds of
their day may be spent in feeding on
grasses, but large amounts of tree bark,
roots, leaves and small stems are also eaten.
Cultivated crops such as bananas, rice, coconuts,

engage in

Jjack fruits, sugarcane and the like are their favored

food. The average intake of food is estimated at
about 150 Kg. of green vegetation. But, only about
44% of the food consumed is said to be digested.
Because they need to drink at least 140 liters of
water in a day, these animals are always close to a
source of fresh water.

The Asian elephants attain  sexual maturity as
early as 9 years. But, invariably, the males do not
engage in sexual activities until they are 14 or 15
years. When the habitat is favorable, the females
may give birth to a calf every 2.5 to 4 years. It
could, otherwise, be every 5-8 years. Asian
elephants give birth to one calf at a time. The baby
elephant may weigh 50 to 150 kg. Young Asian
elephants are reported to stand soon after birth and
can follow their mother in her daily routine after a
few days. However, it stays under maternal
supervision for several years, and begins to move
independently only after about4 years.
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As mentioned before, the elephants are very
social and sensitive animals. They have an
incredible memory and are said to be capable of
even laughing. They are very sensitive to their
babies and young ones and rush to rescue, console
and comfort them when required. Similarly, they
are very much grieved at the loss of a family
memberora friend.

The Struggle for Survival

India has, by far, the largest remaining

the total population). There are four types of
populations and ten sub- populations of the
mainland Indian elephant, distributed in the South,
Central, and Northwest and Northeast regions in
India. The southern population is distributed in the
forests of Western and Eastern Ghats in the states
of Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.The north
western population spans the Terai forest regions
of Uttar Pradesh along the foothills of the
Himalayas. The north-eastern population is found
at the Himalayan foothills of Bhutan and north -
west Bengal, eastwards into the states of Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur,

Kerala stival with caprisoned elephants

Mizoram, Tripura and Meghalaya. Eastern Deccan
Plateau Moist Forests, Chhota-Nagpur Dry
Forests, Kayah-Karen / Tenasserim Moist Forests,
Northeast Borneo, Peninsular Malaysian Lowland
and Mountain Forests too have a substantial
elephant population.

Of the world population of Asian elephants,
25,000 to 27,000 (apart from 3,500 in captivity)
exist in India. These elephants have hardly 65,000
Kms’ of habitat available to them. They, therefore,
have to face the threats due to the shrinking
habitats, on account of enhanced land utilization by
humans and also the selective killing of tuskers for
ivory and the resulting skewing of sex ratios.

The main threat facing the Indian elephants, like
all Asian elephants, is the loss of habitat and the
resulting man-elephant conflict. In south Asia, it is
the quest for land by an ever increasing human
population that causes many illegal encroachments
in the elephant habitat, thus causing habitat loss
and fragmentation. In some cases, it is the
infrastructure development activities, such as
roads, railway tracks, etc. in crucial corridor areas
that fragment the habitat.

Strengthening the work on wild Asian elephants
by the Project Elephant, and bringing in humane
treatment of captive elephants, an Elephant Task
Force (ETF) submitted its 179-page report - titled
The Gajah- to the Government of India, in the
Ministry of Environment and Forests, for securing
the future for elephants in India: This led to the
declaration of the elephant as a National Heritage
Animal by the then Union Minister for
Environment and Forests, Shri. Jairam Ramesh.
This positive development, paved the way for
enhancing conservation measures, as well as
reinforcing cultural and spiritual beliefs that could
play an important role in gaining the involvement
and support of the local people for the conservation
efforts. The recommendations made by the Task
Force set a leading model of conservation among
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all the elephant bearing nations. The report also
identifies the problem not as immediate
extinction, but the slow corrosion of elephant
habitats resulting in increasing levels of human-
elephant conflict. Through the creation of the
National Elephant Conservation Authority, on the
lines of the National Tiger Conservation
Authority, and empowering it as the governing
council, the ETF recommends strong
rationalization of the boundaries of elephant
reserves, creation of elephant landscapes tied up
with prime elephant reserves and critical
corridors.Ten new landscapes that have been
declared, envisage multiple use areas for the
elephant in which the core will fall under
protected areas. All other elephant usage areas
will come under eco-sensitive zonation of the
Environment Protection Act.

This will limit all large infrastructure projects
without affecting the livelihoods of ordinary
people. Vivek Menon, Executive Director,
Wildlife Trust of India and member, ETF, stresses
in this context that “Development is welcome in
these areas, as long as it is elephant friendly,".The
phrase serves to attract focus to the animal. That
people are now beginning to ask why the elephant
is being accorded this status shows that the job is
already half done," adds Vivek Menon.(The
centre to begin with, has promised to push for
complete protection of 26 high priority corridors,
out of 88 corridors, which were identified pre-
hand by scientists and other non-governmental
organizations). The report had also sought an

Elephants bow before the statue of Guruvayoor Kesavan

increase of financial outlay up to Rs. 600 crores
[more than £80 million] in the 12th Five Year Plan |
in order to allocate 1/6th of resources for securing
vital habitats, creation of community reserves and
conflict mitigation. |

The Governmental and scientific interventions |
apart, as Peter Jaeggi puts it - in his “A God in
Distress: “Even when the Asian Elephant (Elephus
maximus) is being worshipped as a symbol of |
Ganesha (the destroyer of obstacles), it goes |
through hell on earth”. Jaeggi's observation cannot
be ignored as an exaggeration or an over-
sensitivity of a biological scientist. In spite of all
Governmental statutes, at grass roots level, these
pachyderms have to deal with ordinary people,
contractors, corruption and unscrupulous
exploitation for money. Hence, like any other
natural resource, the elephants too are at the
receiving end.

Conservation and Sanctuaries
The State of Kerala has a forest area of about
11,125 Km® , which covers almost 19% of the
landed territory of the state. There are five National
Parks and thirteen Wild Life Sanctuaries. The
estimated coverage of these parks and sanctuaries
is 2,250 Km® (24% of the total forest area and 6% of
the total landed area). They are Periyar,
Parambikkulam, Idukki, Chinnar, Wayanad,
Neyyar, Peppara, Chenthurunni, Chimmini,
Aralam, Mangalavanam (Bird sanctuary), and
Thattekkaad (Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary). Though
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most of these sanctuaries conserve the proboscid
fauna to varying degrees, Periyar, Parambikulam
and Wayanad are considered the most important
among the Elephant sanctuaries of Kerala.
Punnathoor Kotta is a unique elephant sanctuary
maintained by the Guruvayoor Devaswom, and is
the only one of its kind in the World. (The Kotta is
the ancient palace of the Punnathur Rajas and is
now in the possession of the Guruvayoor

environmental degradation have been taking a big
toll of the precious stock.

Elephantine Woes

In this context, I am reminded of a very
informative and fruitful write-up in Malayalam by
Shri K.V.Ramanathan (2008), in the week-end
issue of Mathrubhoomi, wherein the author very
effectively points out the areas of human

1l T

Devaswom). It has an area of about 10 acres of land
and an old palace within it. About 60 elephants,
most of which are the offerings of devotees to the
Guruvayoor temple, are maintained and looked
after here by the Devasvam. A large number of
pilgrims and tourists visit this fascinating spot
every day and there are facilities for pilgrims and
tourists to go around.

But the present sanctuaries do not seem to be
adequate to take care of the sustenance of the
elephants of this region, as human interference
with this faunistic stock and the ever increasing

Punnathoor Palace
e i

-] neglect, while dealing with the elephants.

In the good old days, when ponds, tanks,
lakes and such other water masses and the
greeneries like plants, trees, shrubs and their
yields were plenty, the elephants had plenty
of fresh and green food, plenty of water to
drink, bathe and even play (as they liked). It
is also said that during the time of 'ruf'
(Madam), the tuskers were even allowed to
roam around in the wilderness, meet the
females and copulate.Thus, the elephants
s were physically and emotionally relaxed
= and were able to withstand the strain of
physical labor, very long processions in the
scorching heat and the deafening din of the
drums, cymbals, pipes and other instruments
during festivals.

But, things have since changed. The water
resources are too limited and not adequate
even for human consumption. Greenery,
plants and trees have dwindled greatly, and the
tree/plant shades have disappeared greatly. To add
to all these, due to environmental degradation,
rainfall has been scanty and the atmospheric
temperature has been shooting up. Under these
circumstances, it is little wonder that the elephants
become wild and run amok during festivals and
processions in public places. It should be borne in
mind that during the rutting season, the male
reproductive glands of the tuskers release 60 times
more testosterone into the blood stream and this
makes them very aggressive and destructive to
human life and property. An unofficial estimate
shows that, between 1982 and 2000, at least 200
mahouts were killed in Kerala alone by the bull
elephants in rut. This number has since increased
manifold.

It is said that more than 80% of the elephants in
Kerala do not have legal permits, like the
mandatory license (Owner Certificate). This has
reduced the elephants to a freely (illegally?) traded
commodity. Today, many of them have no
permanent homes, trusted keepers or companions.

It is sad that the elephants have been waging a
losing battle, due to enhanced human interference
and scarcity of shrinking land resources, and the
last corridors are getting wiped out rather than
resurrected. As Joyce Pool observes in the famous
“Fate of Elephants”: “Whether sad, angry,
distressed, eager or playful, the elephants are this in
abigway”!! m
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[ <A MAKERS OF MODERN KERALA

V.N. Gopalakrishnan

The "Malayali
Memorial' which
was submitted
to the Maharaja
of Travancore in
1891 marked
the beginning of
the united
social effort in
the state. It was
a mass petition
which
complained
about the
'Dewans' who
came from
outside the
state and
appropriated
greater part of
the jobs for
their own
people.

Dr. Padmanabhan Palpu

Apostie of Liberty

Described by Sarojini Naidu as a great revolutionary and branded by
his detractors as a communalist, but Dr. Padmanabhan Palpu worked
all his life for the downtrodden and backward classes.

admanabhan Palpu popularly known as

Dr. Palpu worked untiringly for the uplift
of his community and other depressed
classes. Lack of educational facilities was a
hindrance to their progress and they were denied
admission in government schools. He worked
tirelessly and fought for social justice through all
available means with the authorities. Though a
bacteriologist by profession, circumstances made
him a social revolutionary.

He was denied an opportunity to study medicine
despite standing fourth in an examination
conducted by the Travancore government. But, he
had no difficulty in getting admission to the
Madras Medical College for the L.M.S. course.
Though he got his medical degree from Madras,
Travancore denied him a job, forcing him to move
to Mysore. He started his meritorious service
under the Mysore Government with the starting
salary of Rs.100! Though the Mysore Government
decided to send him to Europe for higher training,
he could not go as plague broke out in Mysore, He
was deputed for the anti-plague operations where
he plunged deep in his work.

When Swami Vivekananda visited Mysore, Dr.
Palpu had the rare opportunity of meeting him and
even pulling him in a rickshaw through the streets
of the city! In 1899 he left for Europe and spent a
year and a half in England and other places
including Paris, Rome and Germany. On his return
to Bangalore he served the Government in various
capacities and retired from Government service in
1920, While in Mysore, Dr. Palpu helped the
Valigar community there to form an association to
fight for their birthrights,

Life sketch

Padmanabhan Palpu, as he was called during his
childhood, was born on November 2, 1863 in an
Ezhava family of Nedungode at Petta, near
Trivandrum. He started his traditional education
at the age of five and wanted to learn English like
his brother who later became Rao Bahadur P.
Velayudham. But financial constraints posed a
problem. However, he came into contact with S.J.
Fernandez, a European, who was running an
English School in Trivandrum and with his

support; he studied there for three years and later
matriculated from the government school,
Trivandrum, He had to skip his college education in
the first year itself for want of money but he
managed to earn some money by giving tuition and
rejoined the college. Raising some money partly by
selling his mother's jewels, he joined the Madras
Medical College and took his medical degree after
four years.

The caste-ridden Kerala society was described by
Swami Vivekananda as a 'lunatic asylum'. The
lower classes were condemned as 'untouchables'
and denied opportunities in education and
employment, freedom of travel and worship.
Saddened by this social situation, Dr. Palpu decided
to liberate the masses from the evils of casteism.
For this purpose, he acquainted himself with the
activities of Brahma Samaj and Arya Samaj.
Incidentally, he came into contact with Swami
Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi, Rabindranath
Tagore and Sarojini Naidu. Sarojini Naidu once
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described Dr. Palpu as one of the
immortals of the great Indian
revolutionaries when his detractors
branded him as a communalist.

Since he belonged to the Thiyya-
Ezhava community, Dr. Palpu made
representations to the Travancore
Government, bringing into focus the
grievances of the community. He turned
to the Indian National Congress, the
Government of Madras and the British
Government when he did not receive
positive response from the Government.
Eventually, he secured for the backward
classes entry into the public service and
admission for their children to
Government schools.

The Temple Entry proclamation in 1936
was a landmark event in the annals of
Travancore and it was celebrated by the
backward classes though Dr. Palpu
declined an invitation by the organizers to
attend a celebration stating that it was the
restoration of a legitimate right which was
long overdue. Dr. Palpu turned to mass
agitation when he realized that he could
not achieve much by the representations.
He founded an 'Ezhava Sabha' but it did
not attract many people.

During his meeting with Swami
Vivekananda, Dr. Palpu talked about the
plight of his community and sought his
advice, Swamiji advised him to associate
with some spiritual person in his effort to
fight for the rights of his community and
asked him to “spiritualize and
industrialize the masses”. Swamiji also
told him that the garb of spirituality was
essential for any organization to be
successful in India.

During this time, he learnt about Sree
Narayana Guru who founded a temple at
Aruvippuram and a society registered for
its administration. Dr. Palpu approached
him and requested him to enhance the
scope of the society, Though the Guru
initially turned down his proposal, he later
converted the Aruvippuram Society to
Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana
(S.N.D.P) Yogam registered in 1903 as a
joint-stock company. Poet Kumaran Asan
was its first Secretary and gradually the
Yogam became a source for many social
movements in Kerala.

For the uplift of the down-trodden
classes, he stressed the need for reviving
their interest in agriculture and industry.
He organized the first agriculture and
industrial exhibition in the country in
Kollam and subsequently organized
industrial and health exhibitions at other

places, These efforts heralded a new era
of prosperity for the backward classes.

Dr. Palpu waged a heroic and selfless
battle with his mighty pen. He wrote
many articles in English newspapers
highlighting the degrading conditions of
the Ezhavas in Kerala. He published a
book titled 'Treatment of Thiyas in
Travancore' and its translation in
Malayalam portrayed the appalling
social situation prevalent during his time.

During this time, a movement was
started under the, leadership Barrister
G.PPillai and K.P. Sankara Menon,
demanding recognition of the rights of
the natives to enter Government service
and Dr. Palpu joined this movement. The
help and co-operation of progressive-
minded people like G.P.Pillai enabled
him to make the entire country aware of
the injustice to which the community was
being subjected.

Ezhava Memorial' and 'Malayali
Memorial' were the two landmarks in the
struggle for gaining legitimate rights for
the backward classes from the
Government. The Malayali Memorial'
which was submitted to the Maharaja of
Travancore in 1891 marked the
beginning of the united social effort in
the state. It was a mass petition which
complained about the 'Dewans’ who
came from outside the state and
appropriated greater part of the jobs for
their own people. He formed the 'Greater
Ezhava Association' and at its first
meeting decided to submit a mass
petition signed by ten thousand Ezhavas
demanding the abolition of the
discrimination against them, On 3"
September 1896, the 3" petition which
was known as the famous 'Ezhava
Memorial', signed by 13,176 people was
submitted to the Government.

Later he wanted to bring to the notice of
the British Parliament the injustice done
by the Travancore Government to the
Ezhavas. Dr. Palpu sent Barrister
G.P.Pillai with a letter secured from
Sister Nivedita, a disciple of Swami
Vivekananda, to England to get some
Members of the British Parliament to
represent the case. Furthermore, when he
went to England for higher studies, he
appealed to Dadabhai Naoroji, a member
of the British Parliament to raise a
question regarding the condition of his
community. With his help, Dr. Palpu
submitted a memorandum to the State
Secretary for India as well.

In 1899 he left for Europe and spent a

year and a halfin England and other places
including Paris, Rome and Germany. On
his return to Bangalore, he served the
Government in various capacities. He
retired from Government service in 1920,
Though he partially succeeded in his
attempts at social reform, he
simultaneously suffered several set-backs
in his official life.

After his retirement from Mysore
service, he started the 'Malabar Economic
Union' for the industrialization of the
region. Dr. Palpu helped the poor and
deserving students with money for their
studies. During winter nights, he would go
out with blankets and secretly cover poor
people sleeping on shop platforms.

People like Kumaran Asan, T. K.
Madhavan, and Sahodharan Ayyappan got
influenced by him and they also fought for
the betterment of the backward classes.
Dr. Nataraja Guru, founder of Sree
Narayana Gurukulam was the illustrious
son of Dr. Palpu. Dr. Palpu breathed his
last on 25" January, 1950.

Mr. K C Joseph, Cultural Affairs
Minister, Government of Kerala declared
that the Cultural Affairs Department
would publish the biography of Dr Palpu.
He gave the assurance after inaugurating
the celebrations marking the 149th birth
anniversary of Dr. Palpu on November 4,
2012. The function was organised by the
Dr. Palpu Foundation. "For our society to
move on, it is essential that it grasps the
miserable conditions of the age in which
people like Dr. Palpu lived and worked,
the Minister stated and added that the
government would provide all support to
the Foundation's efforts to erect a
memorial to the social reformer. He said
that Dr. Palpu was an apostle of liberty and
achampion of the oppressed classes. B

FILM STORIES
AVAILABLE

milmlac &6
BRM)CWIR AW HLOE D
a1y @06m.
®ID alo ) 8B8UB
qma’laflee) .

Contact:
R. T. Varghese

Mob: 9870048637
8108393756

Kerala In Mumbal May 2013

25



[ €A MALAYALEE INSTITUTIONS

26

Progressive Arts Club

An Umbrella For Needy Malayalees

The Progressive Arts Club was established over 43 years ago and
has always provided help for Malayalees in Sakinaka.

n the late sixties, a group of young progressive
minded Malayalees in and around Sakinaka
who used to meet after work decided to form
an organization that would work for the welfare of
their community and keep alive their native
traditions and culture. This was the genesis of the
Progressive Arts Club, Malayalee Samajam in
Sakinaka that was formed in 1969. One of its first
activities was staging of the drama Kanal Jalam

written by the well known script writer, EG
Kanam. In 1970 NK Nair presided over the first
meeting of Progressive Arts Club where it was
decided that their foremost need was to buy an
office space of their own. A lottery was held and
the profits from this was added to their finances to
buy a small room in Sakinaka Pipeline Road which
was inaugurated on August 15 1970 by the then
Club Secretary VS Kurup. In 1972 the Club was
registered during the tenure of NK Nair as
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Chairman, N Velappan Nair as President, K
Gopalakrishnan as Secretary and several other MC
committee members.

Today Progressive Arts Club is one of the
important Malayalee Samajams in Sakinaka and
the members continue to be involved in helping
Malayalees at times of need.

As their Secretary K Pavithran points out, “We
have helped several Malayalees when they needed
money in times of medical emergencies, fought
with the authorities for justice, given money to
several poor people in Sakinaka for medical
treatment etc. The Club has assisted poor
Malayalees who come to Mumbai for treatment
and financed their families to perform the last rites
if unfortunately they die in this city.

Progressive Arts Club conducts four Malayalam
language classes under the Malayalam Mission
Plan in Sakinaka and one in Nahar Complex in
Powai. The classes are conducted by teachers
trained by the Kerala. Government Malayalam
Mission Plan and about 200 students are learning
Malayalam here. The Club' s Malayalam mission
trained teachers are Kannan Thankappan, PV
Pradeep, Rajashri Mohan, Beena Sahadevan,
Sajitha Mohammed, Dhanya Sahajan, Laila
Anilkumar and Seena Sunil. Malayala
Sammelanam, shilpasala, Conferences on the
language are organized by The Progressive Arts
Club. It distributes free Application forms for
NRK Insurance under the Pravasi Welfare Fund
managed by NORKA ( Kerala Government), two

of its members are appointed Special Executive |

Magistrates by the Maharashtra Government for
the benefit of Malayalees, conducts blood
donation drives, and celebrates Onam on a grand
scale and conducts other cultural programmes
every year,

The Progressive Arts Club has a free Reading room
and library where about 2000 Malayalam books
and all Mumbai Malayalam newspapers are
available.

The Progressive Arts Club has members of all

Abdul Razak  Sahadevan Nair
MC member

Thampy Thomas
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Secretary K Pavithran
receiving theCV
Sasindran Memorial
Award from poet
Kalpata Narayanan for
best social and
cultural organisation -
2011

religion and extends its social service to
Malayalees as well as others. Every year all
Malayalee students in Sakinaka who have
obtained 60 % and above in their SSC/HSC Board
examinations are felicitated. Career Guidance
camps and counselling are organized by the Club
for SSC/ HSC cleared students and their parents so
that they are aided in choosing an educational
[career option that is in tune with the students'

aptitudes and interest. These counselling sessions
are conducted by teachers from Mumbai.

Several members of the Progressive Arts Club

belong to Keraleeya Kendra Sanghatana. N
Velappan Nair who is also a member of Kerala
People's Education Society (Adarsha Vidyalaya
Chembur) is one of the founding members and has
served in various capacities as President, Secretary
etc in the Managing Committee. He belongs to
Parassala in Thiruvanananthapuram and worked
with Kamani Metals in Mumbai.
Sahadevan Nair who belongs to Adoor in
Pathanamthitta District has his own manufacturing
Unit Asian Transformers and is actively involved
in the activities of the Club, K Pavithran, Secretary
of the Arts Club, hails from Kannur, worked with
Mahindra & Mahindra, and now is a active social
worker. Sajeev MD is the Vice President of
Progressive Arts Club. Hailng from Pathanam-
thitta district, he is also active in other Malayalee
social organizations. He works for a private
company. The current Managing Committee
members are President P Raghavan, Vice President
Sajeev MD, K Pavithran Secretary, Thampy V
Thomas Jt Secretary, Abdul Razak Treasurer and
15 M C Members. There is an Advisory Board with
21 members in which M Raghavan Nair is the
Chairman. B
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Realise the objects of

Soorya Krishnamoorthy
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alayalees involved in cultural

activities in and around Mumbai

have. unprecedentedly seen an
unnecessarily created tamasha’ last month.
It all evolved around an award instituted by
Kerala State Sangeetha Nataka Akademi
headed by Soorya Krishnamoorthy. For a
long time, Malayalees in Mumbai were
demanding as a matter of right that artistes
residing outside Kerala also be considered
for awards instituted by the government. For
more than a decade and several
representations later, here as well as at the
State capital, the state government placated
their pravasis by announcing an award each
for various sections of performing arts,
including drama. Many of us had a gut
feeling that the awards with a prefix Pravasi'
were a little inferior to the one given to the
state residents. Yet, we thought that
something was better than nothing.

Now the Sangeetha Nataka Akademi and
the state government must be ruing the
moment when they agreed to institute the
awards, especially for the drama, When the
Akademi President and the NORKA
officials had a meeting with the cultural
activists of Mumbai at Kerala Bhavan in
Vashi, the beginning was quite inauspicious
as there was a huge rush from the activists to
get nominated to the Committee, During the
proceedings, the President was allegedly
asked the participants if it was a market
place. An 'Adhoc' Committee was formed to
co-ordinate the proceedings and to lay down
the procedure to invite nominations. Now
one of the members of the Adhoc Committee
says that they are not absolutely clear about
the procedure adopted.

The adopted procedure was announced
through the Malayalam newspapers and
inviting applications from the candidates
with necessary documents supporting their
claim. It is to be noted that when similar
awards were instituted decades ago,
nominations, not applications, were invited
since it was felt that no self respecting
individual would apply directly. These
assumptions were found to be true as early
as in 1965 when no nomination was
submitted in favour of any litterateur from

Associations

Kerala for consideration of the first Jnanpith
Award but a couple of nominations were
submitted from Tamilnadu in favour of him.
A few national award winners including
Padma Awardees have disclosed to us that
their nominations were submitted from
outside Kerala. Another shining example is
veteran musician V Dakshinamoorthy
Swamy who despite being the seniormost
music director in India is still not nominated
for a Padma Award while people who started
singing under his baton are already
bestowed with Padmashri and
Padmabhushan etc.

Itis to be noted that only a few Malayalees,
especially the retired people, in Mumbai
read Malayalam newspapers. As pointed out
earlier, a self respecting though deserving
individual would not submit an application
requesting favourable consideration but
would expect others to nominate him. Even
if someone wishes to nominate another, he
or she might not have the necessary
documents substantiating the claim. We
have no intention to mention the 'crab
mentality' often raised in this regard.

The 'Adhoc' Committee should have been
included with people associated with the
'Mumbai Malayalam theatre' in the past so
that they could exclude themselves but
nominate the deserving ones. Alternatively,
the Committee should have contacted the
hundreds of Malayalee Associations in and
around Mumbai so that they could nominate
the deserving personality from their
organization or locality. We understand that
after the declaration of the names of the
awardees, several meetings were held in and
around Mumbai criticizing the selection
while the award winner was busy attending
receptions accorded by many Malayalee
organizations.

We also understand that a move is on to
form a body of theatre activists with which
all contemporary and retired actors,
playwrights, lyricists, music directors etc
could register their names and claims so that
as and when nominations are called for, this
body would forward the best deserving
candidate's name.
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Role of Malayali associations

Though we do not have the exact number of Malayalee associations, we know it could run to
hundreds. There are simple associations, truly secular without casting aspersions on religious or caste
based groups. There are associations based on even political ideologies. Casting away the oft-
repeated slogan of Sri Narayana Guru, "One caste, one religion and one god for man", different
associations, based on religion, caste, hometowns, ideology and profession, are mushrooming, There
are some Malayalees among us who are having membership in dozens of groups. Many of the
associations are surviving only on paper and many restrict their activities to one ONAM celebration
and some extend it to hold some matrimonial meets. We urge them to widen their activities so as to
find deserving individuals worthy of recognition and communicate with them as and when the above
mentioned notifications appear in news papers. Thus the retired artistes could manage to apply or get

nominated in time.

The office bearers of the Sama_;ams or associations should take initiative in this direction so that the
secular organizations will get reinforced as their objects could get satiated. By increasing the number
of organizations, we are only getting weakened and our strength would derive only when we are

united.

Let us shed our complexes and voluntarily unite ourselves unreservedly and help each other. Now
our demands for a Kerala Bhavan are already been met, there would be further demands such as a
pension for the aged pravasis, subsidized housing and train travels. Already we have a few
organizations to demand new trains (and specials too). Do we have to form similar associations for

these new (likely) demands too?
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Kumar is one of the most
popular tabla artiste who plays
for the most 'in demand '
Mumbai Malayalee Orchestra
groups. A seasoned artiste
with about 35 years of playing
the tabla, he brings an
exquisite rhythmic touch in
musical programmes with his

=5 EXPONENT

- Elvee

i umar Thottupurath learnt to
iyt play tabla at the age of 14
il “Whunder Kochu Baby in
Kunnamkulam in Thrissur district.
Even as a child he was interested in
music and wanted to become a
singer. But fate had other plans and
he became a tabla artiste. After
studying for some time under Baby
Kuchu, Kumar continued to learn by
himself and indulged in long hours
of practice. While in college he
participated in intercollegiate
competitions as a tabla
player. “In my initial days
I got an opportunity to
play the tabla in an
orchestra at a club in
Kunnamkulam
where the late

-+ Korala In Mumbai May 2013




With K J Yesudas and Vijayliﬁir |

To excel in the
musical field,
vocal, instruments,
keyboard or tabla,
a student must
have the
dedication to
study with
sincerity and
practice without
fail.

F-9

With K S Chitra and
Madhu Balakrishnan
during a Raagalaya
musical concert at
Shanmukhananda Hall

Johnson Master played the violin before he
became a music director. Later, I got
opportunities to play in several musical
programmes in Kerala,” he says.

Kumar came to Mumbai in the late 70s, He
took up a job in a private company. But his
interest in music did not wane. Along with his
friend Murali who was a harmonium player he
got opportunity to play in several musical
programmes on stage. During this time he got
opportunity to play tabla in Tharangini
Orchestra promoted by Mani Nair, Ravi Kumar
and Vijaykumar. More opportunities came his

way. Kumar has played tabla for popular
playback singers like the late P Leela, S Janaki,
Udaya Bhanu, Jayachandran, Yesudas, KS
Chitra, Madhu Balakrishnan, Unni Menon and
others during Raagalaya Music Awards in
Mumbeai. “I always had a desire to play for
Dasettan and this dream was realized when I got

T B u..af*ﬂﬁiih- A

Kumar and family with P Jayachandran

opportunity to play for him at a Raagalaya Music
awards Nite,” he says. He has also accompanied
on the tabla for younger generation singers like
Vineet Srinivasan, Rimy Tomy, Idea star singers
etc. He has played tabla for innumerable musical
programmes held in Mumbai and its suburbs, in
Surat, Pune etc. He has also gone to the Gulf for
programmes with several Mumbai orchestra
troupes.

Kumar plays tabla in the orchestra group that
includes Sandeep and Abhilash on the keyboard,
Vichoo Iyer on the guitar, Ravishankar on
handsonic, Haridas and Balaji on electronic
pads. The seven artistes make a
good team he says.

He has played the tabla for some
devotional music albums. Apart
from playing the tabla Kumar also
co-ordinates musical programmes
for samajams and temple functions.

Kumar's parents are the late
Ayyappan and Cheruamma. He
works for an MNC, Rapaport India
Pvt Ltd, and is married to Vasantha
who also hails from Kunnamkulam.
Vasantha is a B Com Graduate and
her hobbies include reading and
writing Malayalam poems. They
have two sons. The elder one Jibin
is doing his Final year in Journalism
in Mumbai and he has completed
Diploma Course in Sibi Malayil's
NEO Film and Broadcasting School
in Ernakulam. He has worked as
Assistant Director and acted in
some short films produced by NEO.
He has plans for a career in media
or film industry. Their second son Manu Prasad
also called Srijith takes after his father and is
musically inclined. He is a good singer and plays
the tabla for programmes. He also plays the
guitar and keyboard. He is doing his Final year
engineering in Kochi University. B
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[¢4{MUSIC CORNER

EASY STEPS i _
To Learn Carnatic Music

through keyboard

In keeping with the tradition of simplicity and accessibility, we are
introducing “ simple formula for knowledge of Raaga” on how to play
music on keyboard or Harmonium.

Simple Formula For Knowledge Of Raaga

Tobe adiscerning player/singer/ listener ofIndian classical Music, one has to learn the correct form and
style of Carnatic or Hindustani Music. Only constant practice will make a person, a performer par

excellence.
o Carnatic Layout on Keyboard
Prof K A Sivaramakrishnan KEY BOARD LAYOUT
K : Komal T : Theevram
Anu Mandra Sehayl Mara Madhya Sthayl Thara Sthayl
IMPORTANT BASICS

The 12 swarasthanas of Carnatic and
Hindustani Music:

Carnatic swara syllable Hindusthani swara
Shadja Sa Shadj
Sudha Ri, R1 Komal Rishabh
Chathusruthi Ri, R2 Teevra Ri

| Sadharana Ga Gl Komal Ga
Anthara Ga G2 Teevra Ga
Sudha Ma M1 Komal Ma
Prathi Ma M2 Teevra Ma
Panchama P Panchanm
Sudha Dha D1 Komal Dha
Chathusruthi Dha D2 Teevra Dha
Kaishiki Ni N1 Komal Ni
Kakali Ni N2 Teevra Ni

In addition four swaras are given for the ragas I n order to suit singing purpose. The four names are
shatsruthi Rishabham, Sudha Ghandharam, Shatsruthi Dhaivatham and Shudha Nishadham. These
four swaras correspond with Sadharana Gadharam, Chathusruthi Rishabham, Kaishiki Nishadham,
Chathusruthi Dhaivatham respectively. The swaras varieties are indicated by adding vowel changes
such as RA RI RU RE, GA GI GU GE, MA M1, etc.
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DETAILS OF SWARA

Short name Full name

S Shadjam

R1 Shuddha Rishabham

R2 Chathusruthi Rishabham
R3 Shatshruthi Rishabham
Gl Sadharana Gandharam
G2 Anthara Gandharam

G3 Suddha Gandharam

M1 Suddha Madhyamam
M2 Prathi Madhyamam

Raagam Amritavarshini -Arohana

Roug-Amritavarshinl. This rovg ls of 2 types, one derived from the 39th melekhartha Jhalovarali and snother from
66th melakhartha Chitrambarl, Ga & Ni [s ranga chhaya swaras, i & Dha Varjyam. This raoga believed to be a rain
prodocing rapge. Archana: § 02 M2 P N2 »5

Avarchang: »S N2 P M2 G2 §

Archans

Shadjam, Anthara Gandt

. Panchamam, Kekali Nishadam

Raagam Amritavarshini - Avarohana

Raag:Amrithe varshinl

)
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A A TRIBUTE TO

b= The eminent Carnatic singer Vamanan passed
I~ away in Mumbai on April 3, 2013, He was in a
hospital for two days due to breathlessness. He
had not completed even 50 years, being born on
August 31, 1963.
Vamanan's family was originally from
Ramanathapuram in Palakkad. He was a gifted
artist, and a music teacher held in high esteem.
His students are legion. He was closely linked
with "Dilip", a quarterly spiritual magazine
where he has published several articles.
Vamanan was the most distinguished disciple of Pallavur
Mani Iyer and as a token of regard for his Guru, he
established an Endowment in his Guru's name on his
_ Centenary year in " Music Triangle ". The Corpus has risen
_ to Rs 1.8 lakhs to date and the interest therefrom is used to
‘ _ hold concerts every September, the month in which his Guru
was born, as well for holding a music competition on the
kritis of the Carnatic Trinity, Swathi Thirunal, Koteswara

Kerala In Mumbai May 2013 - == === === === o mmmem e mmm e e e e

Short name Full name
P Panchamam
D1 Suddha Dhaivatham
D2 Chathusruthi Dhaivatham
D3 Shatsruthi Dhaivatham
Ni Kaishiki Nishadham
N2 Kaakali Nishadham
"N3 Suddha Nishadham
-> NEXT
<- PREVIOUS

Vamanan

VAMANAN 2;;;??:;;

| rl Tyer and other Vaggeyakars.
' Vamanan avoided facial mannerisms while singing
and saterecton the stage.
i H My introduction to him was over 25 years ago when
i f i he gave a performance on the birthday of Smt.
' Seetha Ramakrishnan, reputed Violin teacher in
Andheri. We used to hold discussions on Carnatic
Music and it was Vamanan who induced me to write
for "Shanmukha", the monthly journal of the
Shanmukhananda Sabha. I have reviewed in "
Shanmukha " the book " Pallavur K.Mani Iyer-The
Revelling Nadopaasaka" written by Vamanan as a tribute to
his Guru.
Vamanan, who decided not to marry, dedicated his life to
Carnatic music. His demise is a great loss to the world of
Camnatic music and Fine Arts. ]
Vamanan is survived by his aged parents, two brothersanda
sister. We pray that his soul rests in peace. #
= PP Ramachandran,

Mus:c wnber_i
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Mass weddmg orgamzed by Kalyan Dlocese

Union Minister Kodikkunnil Suresh
lights the lamp during the inauguration.

W Kalyan diocese in connection with the silver
jubilee celebrations, held a mass wedding
ceremony in Dombivli for the poor irrespective
of their religions, jointly with Rahel Charitable
Trust. 49 couples belonging to Hindu, Muslim,
Buddha and Christian religions, including ten
couples belonging to Adivasis took part in the
ceremony. The ceremonies were held according

The newly married couples.

to the customs of the respective couples.

The couples were given gold, vessels, clothes etc
besides the entire expense of the ceremony. It
was followed by a community feast. Union
Minister Kodikkunnil Suresh was the Chief
Guest during the event. Karunya Trust handed
over the keys of the 30 houses built for the poor,
in Ambernath, Bhiwandi and Kalyan Talukas.

Vichara Vedi's Second Seminar
On Malayalam Hasya Sahithyam

m Vichara Vedi, the Literary Wing of the Powai
Kerala Samajam, Powai, organized its second
Seminar in Malayalam on Hasya Sahithyam-
Innaleyum Innum (Houmour Literature:
Yesterday and Today") on April 14, 2013, at the
Powai English High School, Powai.

Shri. K.V. Satyanath, Executive Editor, Kerala
in Mumbai, was to deliver the Keynote Address;
but as he could not participate, his Key Note
Address - History of Humour Literature: An
Overview' (Hasya Sahithya Charitram: Oru
Avalokanam)- was read out by Shri.
Gopalakrishna Pillai,

Shri. Erumakuzhy Kochukunju Pillai, a Social
Worker and a renowned Poet, spoke on 'Kunjan
Nambiar and Humour Literature' (Kunjan
Nambiarum Hasya Sahithyavum). Shri. K.R.
Narayanan, Feature Writer, Kerala in Mumbai,
spoke on 'VKN's Humour' (Veekkeyenninte
Hasyam). Shri. V.N. Gopalakrishnan, Journalist
and Advisor, Powai Kerala Samajam, spoke on
"Humour Literature Today' (InnatheHasya
Sahityam). Dr. C.M. Sankarankutty, Shri. K.D.
Skandan, and Cdr. G.V.K. Unnithan participated
in the discussion. Shri. Peramangalam Gopi
compered the programme.

Shri. K.R. Narayanan addressing the Seminar with ( from left) Shri.
Peramangalam Gopi, Shri. V.N. Gopalakrishnan, Shri. Erumakuzhy
Kochukuniju Pillai, on the dias..
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Brutal murder of Nurse
Rosamma Anthony

H Rosamma Anthony female nurse who
was working with Golden Park Hospital
was brutally murdered in board daylight
at her residence on 4"April 2012 at Vasai,
Barampur. Killers are still at large.
Investigation was taken over by the
Crime branch on the demand of the All
India Nurses Association. As there was no
breakthrough in the investigation, the Vasai
Christian Association met the Home Minister on
14" July 2012, and suggested that the case be
handed over to the State CID but the then Thane
S.P of Police Ravindra Sengoakar assured the
Home Minister that he would book the culprits at
the earliest and the investigation was not handed
over to the State CID then.

To make mattem worse the Thane SP took

"% year pag
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Prince Valdyan addressing the gathenng
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| away the investigation from the
local crime branch Senior

Inspector and handed it over to
API of Vangaon Police Station.

It can be ascertained that the
said criminals in nexus with
political parties having vested
interest interfered and caused
extensive damage by
backtracking the investigation.
The ongoing assembly
witnessed questions during
question hour sessions in the house from the
elected representatives about other unresolved
murder crimes occurring in the said constituency
blaming the police negligence to investigate but
forgot to bring to the notice of this case
intentionally. Now political parties to influence
the voters are turning into a messiah to the
community all of a sudden by taking up the issue
on the 1¥ anniversary of the murder.

Insiders from the LCB say that the actual
criminals have been identified in the process but
due to the political interferences of the said
criminals, they find it difficult to bring them
before law and no officer is ready to take the
initiative to act upon without the consent of the
seniors as they have put the crime into the bin.
Some Communal parties and forces havmg
malafide interest have come forward organizing
dharna to highlight the same to gain the
sympathy.

A delegation led by Dr. Abraham Mathai,
President of Indian Christian Voice, Jose
Thomas, Secretary of All India Nurses
Association,. Regi Kurian, President of NCP
(South Indian Division), Anto Vembil, Shiju
Kaloor and Koshy M Koshy and Joe Jacob met
the Home Minister and impressed upon him to
hand over the investigation to the State CID
immediately to ensure speedy justice as the
delegation emphasized that they have no
confidence in the local police any more.

Maharashtra Governor K Sankaranarayanan
asked for the latest report of police investigation
in connection with the murder of Malayali head
nurse Rosamma Antony. Governor's action
follows the petition filed by 'Justice to Rosamma
Antony Citizens Action Committee' on June 1,
2012 and another petition filed by Abraham
Mathai, President of Harmony Foundation and
former Vice Chairman of State Minority
Commission.

Meanwhile an action committee under the BJP
leadership staged a dharna on April 4, 2013,
protesting against the inaction of the police in
apprehending the culprits. Head of Alphonse
Church Fr Shibu Paul, Prince Vaidyan, Adv
Padma Divakaran, Premdas, Murali Nair and
many Malayalees participated in the dharna.

i
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Malabar Gold & Diamonds' new showroom

Hemamalini inaugurates the showroom,
Group Chairman M P Ahammed also in the picture

W Malabar Gold & Diamonds, one of the world's

leading jewellery retailers, opened its first store
in Mumbai, and 87" worldwide, at New Link
Road, Andheri West. The showroom was
inaugurated by film actress Hema Malini, who
has been its brand ambassador since 2006, in
the presence of Malabar Group Chairman Mr.
Ahammed and company directors. The new
showroom is part of the 40 new outlets planned
by the group across the country this year.

The store will showcase exclusive brands of
Malabar Gold & Diamonds such as Divine -
Indian Heritage Jewellery, Era - Uncut Diamond
Jewellery, Mine Diamond jewellery, Ethnix -
Handcrafted designer Jewellery, Starlet Kids'
Jewellery and Precia - Precious Gem Jewellery.

“We are happy to inaugurate our flagship
showroom in Andheri West which is a shopping
destination in Mumbai. This opening is part of

Capt Krishnan Narr reeewes the ﬂrst sale from Hemamalini _

our 2013 plan to strengthen our retail presence
across various parts of the country. The company
plans to increase its worldwide retail network and
is targeting to have 220 stores by the year 2015.”
MP Ahammed revealed.

The first sale of jewellery was received by
Padmavibushan Capt. Krishnan Nair, Chairman
Emeritus and Founder Chairman, The Leela
Group from Ms. Hema Malini.

As part of its Corporate Social Responsibility
initiatives, Malabar Gold & Diamonds has
earmarked a portion of its profit for medical and
housing charity. More than 3,80,000 patients
have been given free life saving drugs and over
6400 homeless have benefited from the housing
trust till date, They have turned their
concentration also towards promoting education
and career oriented programmes and scholarship.

Malayalam Foundation
holds mega event

yo€*"he,  m Malayalam Foundation is holding a mega event on
%, May 18 at the Mysore Association Hall. Airport
E Y‘ip Customs Commissioner P M Salim IRS will be the
Mal 8 Chief Guest.
Foundatior & During the event 50 artistes of P Bhaskaran Foundation
® »"  will present a variety entertainment programme. Besides
"y s a0 the young director Ashique Abu will be presented with

the P Bhaskaran Guruprasadam Puraskaram for the year
2012. Many film, drama artistes and well known faces
from the literary cultural fields will attend the event,
Foundation President Malayalabhumi Sasidharan Nair
will preside while Vice President Prof Parambil
Jayakumar will deliver the keynote address.

K R Prasad and Geetha Poduval will anchor the event.

P Bhaskaran
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CSF Reaction to
Cardinal's Appointment by Pope

M The Catholic Secular Forum (CSF), the
Mumbai-based activists community NGO has
welcomed and hailed the appointment of .
Cardinal Oswald Gracias by Pope Francis,

.among the eight high-ranking Cardinals to an

advisory council that would work towards
reforming Vatican's bureaucracy. The CSF
general secretary, Joseph Dias said, " there could
be no better person than Cardinal Oswald, given
the fact that he currently also heads the
Federation of Asian Bishops Conference and
hence, speaks not just for the Indian sub-
continent, but also other countries in the region.
Cardinal Oswald's qualifications and experience
will stand him in good stead. It is also indicative
of the priorities of the new Pope Francis, who is
determined to set his house right, in the midst of
many controversies and challenges."

According to The CSF, much needs to be done

by way of governance and administration, as a
result of which Vatican has not been able to
adequately respond to the attacks on the Pope
and the Catholic Church, even in terms of public
relations, "We hope Vatican will be more
transparent, not just in Rome, but also top down
to the Nunciatures (diplomatic corps), dioceses
and parishes. The appointment also signals that
India has come of age and is being noticed for its
service to the global church. The CSF has asked
its members to pray for the Cardinal and the new
team in council, in order that they might lead the
Catholic Church into an era of spirituality, rather
than emphasize only administration based on
corporate or management principles. The tasks
on hand still remain the allegations of sexual
abuse and corruption, which need to be boldly
dealt with. *

Srikant Nair receives
Soclal__Serwce Award

Kerala In Mumbai May 2013

M Anand Charitable Trust under the president
ship of Rajan Vichare MLA, presented the Thane
Navratna award for the best Social Worker to
Srikant Nair. In a function held at Shivaji
Grounds, Thane, in connection with the Chaitra
Navaratrotsav, the awards were presented by
'Saamna' Editor Sanjay Raut M P, and film actor
Mohan Joshi. It is for the first time that Anand
Charitable Trust is honouring a Malayalee with
this award.

~ mPresident of Tru Indian Information and‘::l
~ Society submitted a memorandum to ==
- Oommen Chandy, Chief Minister of Kerala
“requesting a Social Service Section under
NORKA, that functions round the clock.
The memorandum cites the unfortunate
~ incident of a young nurse who needed

- urgent help but was denied the same for

'_ lack of necessary infrastructure. e

-Palntlng Exhibition =
_at Jehangir Art Gallery

|_ Prominent painter Pavithran Kannapuramis
holding a painting exhibition at the coveted
Jehangir Art Gallery from May 8 to May 14

I between E

11 am and 7 pm including weekly holidays.

- Pavithran worked as a draughtsman with
TATA for 26 years but continued his passion
for painting beyond that period. He isalso =

~ visible in socio-cultural arena of Mumbai::_:“ -:
Ma]ayalees His pamlmgs have a rare.

AT

- R k)
—
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Prateeksha Trust annual day

Nl

The Nair Welfare Society of Mulund arranged a Vishukani for its members and

Kerala In Mumbai May 2013

rancis D’Souza, Dy C M of Goa inaugurating the even

4
o L, T L

B Voluntary organisations have a great job to
play in community development and they need
all the support from the public, remarked Francis
D’Souza, Dy C M of Goa. He was presenting the
awards instituted by the Prateeksha Trust of Vasai
on the occasion of their 11th Annual day. The
awardees are role models to the society, he said.
He also said that he was proud of the

achievements of Keralites all over the world.
Every individual has something to contribute to
society, said Rahul Easwar and wished them well
to expand their activities,

Prince Vaidyan said that he was proud to be
associated with Prateeksha Trust since its
inception. In the opinion of C P Sajeevan,
Treasurer, World Malayalee Council, Prateeksha
Trust was involved in social activities and
community welfare and it was commendable.
Srikant Nair also praised the work of the Trust
for social uplifiment,

Trust President Uttam Kumar welcomed the
audience and Sanal Panicker proposed a vote of
thanks.

Gopikrishnan, Priyarag, Anson Thomas,
Prasahant Sawant, Rahul Easwar, Bijoy
Oommen, Murtuza Yusuf, Krishnakant Parikh,
Chandrasekharan Nair, Kum. Lakshana Menon
and Vinod Kovoor received the awards for the
year 2012. Rajani Prashanti received the prize for
essay contest.

Lakshana Dance Academy Pune, Sathi Nair and
Shyam Nair presented dance recitals, N
Ramachandran and party conducted a flute
recital, Viju Kodungalloor presented folk songs
followed by a comic skit by Vinod Kovoor. A
Kerala Food Fair was also held.

e R A

others on the day of Vishu.

n_aﬂ Suicide of

.| | Saji George
invokes public
protest

B On account of intense pressure and
mental torture exerted by Blade Mafia
led by Pandit Kalyankar and Garud, Saji
George committed suicide on April 2.
He allegedly consumed poison.

In a condolence meeting held at New
English School, Kalamboli Sector VI,
under the chairmanship of Jyotindran,
Chairman of Maharashtra Malayalee
Association, community leaders
criticised the lethargic attitude and delay
of police officials in arresting the
culprits. Many small scale Malayalee
businessmen are victims of the blade
mafia and complaints are pouring in.
Jyotindran advised them not to pay
undue interest until further notice. He
exhorted all Malayalee organizations to
stand united and fight the injustice
together.
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Sukumari's death condoled

m Kairali Charitable Foundation
and Chinchwad Malayali
Association jointly organized a
condolence meeting to mourn the
death of the actress Padmasri
Sukumari at CMS Kerala Bhavan
Sruti Hall. The last public
function attended by the late
actress was Pune Malayali
Associations Meet on February
25;

Foundation President M V
Parameswaran, CMS Vice
President M V Nambiar,
Trulndian President C G Varier, P
B Pillai of Attukal Bhagavathy
Charitable Trust, Gafoor K K of
Pune-Kerala Muslim Jama-at,
Sreekumar, Malayattoor
Matavana, Suresh Malayattoor, T

— P Vijayan and N G Haridas spoke
Condolence meeting in progress aboiit Sl

Governor visits Sri Krishna "_'FEG_M“A warns

Temple in Andheri Kerala political
el pmy leaders

' mPolitical leaders crificizing the
| visit of Gujarat Chief Minister
. Narendra Modi's Kerala visit
i should not forget the fact that
\ - 7 gl 2 § ' there are thirteen lakh Malayalees
, I N - i 5 [_ in Gujarat state, warned J K Nair,
’ g Y M. " President of Federation of Gujarat
!_ - Malayalee associations
- (FEGMA), the apex body of
- Malayalee Associations of
- Gujarat. There are more
" Malayalees in the state than in
Saudi Arabia.
The attitude of Shibu Baby John,
by refusing to meet Gujarat
Malayalees shows that the Kerala
il WAy g ministers have scant regard for
' o e ! 1 them but the respect shown by
il a B iles VN Modi to Malayalees is evident in
3 = — — SRy his visit to Sivagiri. We do not
Governor K Sankaranarayanan addresses the office bearers and devotees have any political affiliations but

that does not mean that the

m K Sankaranarayanan, Governor of Maharashtra , and leaders should make our lives
Smt Radha Sankaranarayanan visited Shree Krishna difficult, he warned. We have

Temple Veera Desai Road, where he was received by its respectfor ministers of geMa
Trustees and devotees. During the visit they witnessed _and quarat alike, he said.

imn

samarppanam (dedication) of Conch and chakramadeof | . - . .
gold at the feet of Lord Guruvayoorappan. oo b Tt il ok
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Pambungal releases new books

Nirmala Mohan releasing ‘Sagarasangeetham'and handing over
the copy to Sulochana Purushothaman

B Pambungal Publications released two
new books at an event held at VK
Krishna Menon Academy, Borivli West
on March 17.

Girijavallabhan handed over the first
copy of Jeevathalam, a compilation of
short stories to writer Meghanadan
while Nirmala Mohan released
‘Sagarasangeetham’, a collection of
poems, and presented it to Sulochana
Purushothaman. Both compilations are
by Unni Variath.

Babu Mathew and Ajayakumar
introduced the books to the audience.

P R Krishnan presided over the event.
Mundoor Rajan welcomed the audience.
Adv. Padma Divakaran, K Rajan,
Malayalabhumi Sasidharan Nair,
Damodaran, Viswanathan Palloor, D C
N Sankaran Kutty and Adv Rajkumar
spoke. Unni Variath propsed a vote of
thanks.

hi e n.iur,mm _,u..l”:

Fr Zakaria Nllankavil of Sacred Heart Syro - Malabar Catholic Church, Ambernath
receiving the procession carrying the Holy Relics of St Thomas, led b)r Msgr Jacob
Porathur, (Kalyan Diocese).

Navaratna Excellence Awards 2013

BThe Nair Welfare Society, Powai
organized Nair Mahotsavam-2013 on
April 21. Kollam Thulasi inaugurated the
Nair Mahotsavam. Chandan C. Sharma,
Municipal Corporator inaugurated the
Navaratna Excellence Awards-2013. A
Musical and Comedy Feast was presented
by Naadam Orchestra.

The recipients of the Navaratna
Excellence Awards 2013 were V Suresh

(Life time achievement), PVK Nambiar
(Socio-cultural services), K G Krishna
Kurup (Educational excellence), Smt.
Lalita Vasan (Mahila Ratna), Sachin
Menon (Corporate excellence), Dr.
Bijoykutty (Medical excellence),
Sreekantan Nair (Performing and Fine
arts), Prabhakaran Nair (Sports
excellence), and P V Vijay Kumar
(Journalismand Media).

ICE AWARDS

The ICE Awards Function is
scheduled to take place on June
14, 2013. The annual ICE
Awards, (In-house Communi-
cation Excellence Awards), an
initiative by Shailaja Nair

\®,
lee
i Ayyards

ot i
Foundation, for the best in-house
magazine in print under various
categories like Most Creative
Name, Active Employee
Participation, Imperative Content,
etc, is open to all in - house
magazines in any language. The
magazines are judged by experts
and stalwarts from the
communication business and
leaders from the corporate world.
This year ET Now has come on
board as Television Partner.
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A Rath Yatra in connection with the Sree Ram Navami On the eve of Vishu the students of Navarasa Academy headed
celebrations was held on April 14,by Hill Garden Ayyappa Bhakta by Guru Sushama Gopinath Mrs. Meera Nambiar, Mrs.
Sangham, Thane. Swami Krishnanda Saraswati of Jayashree Nair and Kumari Sanchita Nambiar performed
Sri Mookambika Temple, Kollur led the Yatra. Bharatanatyam at the Nerul Ayyappa Temple.

Keralotsavam
i -#'ip Pqwﬁﬂpﬁmﬁrﬂ‘wh"\f{?{[rr‘m‘id 7 -
N |

B Like every year, Goregaon Malayalee
Samajam conducted Keralotsavam and
Easter - Vishu celebrations at the
'MW Samajam grounds in Bangur Nagar.
EASTER About 20 stalls were there out of which
M Kerala and other kinds of food were
&. - '@ served in about ten stalls. There were
VISHU

:.__M'G&@GQ}JJ Lo YERALOTSAVAM 2013

about 1000 visitors at the Event. LN
Venugopal, senior member of the
Samajam and his wife Sushama gave a
Kodungalloor Bharani pattukal
2013 performance, childrens' dance and music
programmes entertained the guests. The
event was organised by Dr Janaki
Hariharan, In-charge, Women's Wing
and other active members namely,
Meera Kutty, Lakshmi Balagopal, Girija
Gopinath, Jessy Joshua, Deepa Prakash
and Usha Menon.

VISHU
(ELEBRATIONS

Kerala Sangeet Nataka Akademy
Kalashree Award winner Lalitha
Kalalayam Nambisan was
felicitated by Drama Director
Mukundan Menon of Baroda
Prathibha Arts & Sports Cultural
Association .

44 = Kerala In Mumbai May 2012




! | < ' S 5 -t SiA I
: 4 3 ;

m The Kendriya Nair Samskarika Sangh, Maharashtra
(KNSS), the apex body of 33 Nair Welfare organizations and
societies in Maharashtra organised the Nair Maha
Sammelanam-2013 on April 21, Powai. K G K Kurup,
President, KNSS in his welcome address stated that
'community development for national re-construction' is the
theme for 2013-14. Vijaykumar Pillai, General Secretary,
delivered the welcome address. S.R. Pillai, Vice President and
Convenor, Mannam Memorial Complex Project, presented the
blue-print of the Complex and appealed to all to contribute
liberally for the success of the Project. He stated that the
slogan 'One Family, one Foot' should be implemented in letter
and spirit.

The Cultural Meet was inaugurated by Swami Krishnananda
Saraswathy of Sree Ramadasa Ashram, Badlapur and N,
Peethambara Kurup, MP. Peethambara Kurup who was the
Chief Guest and Keynote Speaker described the leadership
qualities of Mannathu Padmanabhan who founded the Nair
Service Society along with other stalwarts. He urged KNSS to
start a B-school to train young professionals.

Kollam Thulasi, Malyalam Cine artiste presented the Mannam
Trophy to the winning team of Nair Cricket League. Dr.
Radhakrishnan 'Chanakya' Pillai while inaugurating the Nair
Business Forum spoke on the need for developing business
aptitude among young entrepreneurs. Kumaran Nair, Past
President, KNSS released the first coupon for the Mannam
Memorial Project and presented the same to K G K Kurup.
Babu Panicker, representative of GNSS and Chandan C.
Sharma, Municipal Corporator also spoke on the occasion.
The Chief Guest released the replica of the proposed Mannam
Memorial Complex on the occasion. He also released the
digital-cum-print edition of KNSS Smaranika-2013.
Inauguration of the Nair Sports League, Nair Club Card and
Parvathy Amma Vanitha Samajam (Ladies' Wing) were the
other highlights of the event. Secretaries S.S. Pillai,

Nair Maha Sammelanam

Harikumar Menon and Treasurer S. Haridevan graced the
function. Santhosh Pillai, PRO proposed a vote of thanks.
Over 2,000 representatives from the affiliated units
participated in the Nair Maha Sangamam.

Kamalesh Karath s/o Mr Bhaskaran Karath married
Sonitha Naird/o Mr & Mrs Govindan Kutty Nair on February 1 at
Thrissur. Both families are residents of Thane.
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[<<(YOUNG TALENT

Reshma Menon

Promising Singer

Reshma Menon is an upcoming singer who has a-melodious
voice and has performed in many stage programmes in
Mumbai and Kerala.

eshma Menon has sung
with prominent
alayalam playback

singers like P Jayachandran, MG
Sreekumar, G Venugopal, Madhu
Balakrishnan, Vidhu Pratap, Biju
Narayanan, Afsal, Jassie Gift,
Rajalakshmi, Rimy Tomy, Jyotsna,
Preetha, Akhila and Sangeetha on
various stages. She has also sung in
25 devotional music albums in
Malayalam and one in Sanskrit.
Apart from these, Reshma has sung
in the Malayalam film Lifestyle
dubbed from Telugu, and a film
Abhiyum Njanum which is slotted to
be released soon: She has also sung
in a Gujarati film Tu Maro Kaun
Laage.

Reshma started learning Classical
Carnatic music when she was in the
second standard and still continues
it. Presently she is learning classical
music from Saroja Hariharan. She
has also learnt Bharatanatyam for a
short period. Reshma loves music
and enjoys listening to Malayalam,
Hindi, Tamil and English songs as
well as Carnatic music.

Reshma's parents are Ramdas
Menon and Asha. Her mother's place
is Mukkanjirath House in
Kodungalloor while her father's
native place is Chentrapinni in
Thrissur District. She has a brother,
Anish Menon, who is studying in
Std VIII at St Augustine School in
Nerul. Reshma has been brought up
in Mumbai and completed her
schooling at St Lawrence School,
Vashi and Junior College at DY
Patil College. She is now studying
Architecture at Pillai College of
Architecture at New Panvel. Though
a Mumbai Malayalee, she can read
and write Malayalam and likes Kerala
culture. She has dreams of becoming
a playback singer.
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| <4DANCE REVIEW

Bhakti Bhavas -

- Vidyasagar

haturvidha Madhuram, a
dance programme conceived
and directed by Lata

Surendra and presented in
Bharatanatyam style by Lata
Surendra and her disciples and in
Mohiniattam by Sujatha Nair and her
disciples and other disciples of
Jayashree Nair as part of

Pathways to God

International Dance Day at Karnataka Sangha
Hall, Matunga, enframed four different ways of
relating to the Divine through Bhakti or intense
devotion to God. The dancers expressed this
devotion through different bhavas reflecting
various human emotions ranging from servitude,
seeing God as a friend, God and the devotee as
lovers and as mother and child. The four Bhakti
bhavas were beautifully portrayed by Lata and
Sujatha and their teams.

Lata chose to unfold her theme with verses
from the Ishopanishad depicting the complete
symmetry of the manifest and unmanifest world,
skilfully creating unfolding circular dimensions
with least movements, slowly opening out to the
brief and subtle introduction of the epitome of
Truth : Lord Rama. The edakka by Nambisan
slowly took over and geetham and vadyam
synchronised to lead the Mohiniattam dancers
onto the stage. )

The disciples of Jayshree Nair, through
symbolic frames, depicted the Dasya bhavam in
Hanuman. Hanuman was depicted as Vayuputhra,
Sugreeva mithram, Sri Ramadasa, Sri Ramadhuta
and Sankatamochanam in his serving Lord Rama
and helping him to vanquish Ravana and lead
pristine Sitato |
Ayodhya.,
Jayashree Nair
Wil concentrated

@ more on dramatic
| tones to convey
dasyabhavam
through skilful
choreography and
Sujatha Nair as
Hanuman did full
justice to it as did
the other talented
disciples. The
sethubandhanam
was the most
memorable frame
where two styles
merged into one
purposeful
abridging!

Sakhya bhava

springs from the
realization that

48
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God is one's best and most intimate friend. This
was portrayed very evocatively by Lata
Surendra. The accent was more on projecting the
essence of sakhyabhavam in Bharatha Natyam
through - Sudama. Skilfully keeping Niritta to the
bare minimum, Sudama's search for Krishna ,
his meeting with Dwarakadeesh, his reluctance
to enter the palace and his absolutely
overwhelmed persona was portrayed in a subile,

" sensitive and heart-wrenching manner by her.

The vatsalya bhakta has a mother-child
relationship towards the Divine. This bhava is
usually associated with Yasoda, the foster

mother of Krishna who loved Krishna as her
own child, Skilfully portraying this through
Mohiniattam with the famous omana thingal
kidavo lullaby the vatsalya bhavam of a mother
was elevated towards Krishna in the
suggestively choreographed introduction by the
graceful and talented Bharata Natyam dancers

groomed by Lata Surendra, Sujatha Nair
explored the various attributions of a child to
creation all around under the guidance of
Jayshree Nair very sensitively.

The final madhurya bhava, the most intimate of
all the bhavas and sometimes regarded as the
highest form of devotion wherein the Bhaktha
seeks the Lord as Radha did Krishna, was
projected through Bharata Natyam. Herein came
the colour of Nritta,Nritya and Natyam where
Lata mesmerised the audience with her
command over the syntax of the dance.

Using the Varnam format the virahathapam of
Radha was portrayed. Kalishwar's shollus,
Chandran's mridangam,Nandakumar’s flute and
Shivaprasad's vocal complimented Lata's
dilineation. The concluding Kasthuri thilakam
endorsed the sublime ecstasy of 'Radha-krishna-
Madhuryam'. Srilekha as Krishna was very
pleasing and receptive to Lata's portrayal of
Radha. The climax unfolded the imaginative skill
of Lata whereby the Poornatha was re-
established with the wheel enframing Providence
as the epicenter. The backstage with Pednekar
and Arvind-lights and sets, Nandalal Rele -
effects enhanced the Production.

It was a grand celebration of dance and the
audio-visual compiled by Madhusudan aligned
the audience to the event at the Kanakakunnu
Palace, Trivandrum, Kerala wherein awardees
received the Kalashree Puraskaram initiated by
Chairman of the Kerala Sangeetha Natak
Academy, Soorya Krishnamoorthy and handed
over by Cultural minister of Kerala, K. C.
Joseph. Lata herself an awardee for Bharata
Natyam from Maharashtra, felicitated the west-
Zone Puraskaram awardees -Smt Rama Srikanth-
Bharata Natyam, Smt Aishwarya Warrier-Mohini
Attam-both from Gujarat, K.N. P Nambisan-
Vadyam, CKK Poduval-drama-both from
Maharashtra. Lata also felicitated the renowned
Guru Smt Jayashree Nair. m

e
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"Bear Abhinav
and Kaamya
on 22nd May

With Love
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air color is the pigmentation of hair
follicles due to two types of melanin:
eumelanin and pheomelanin. Generally,
if more eumelanin is present, the color of the
hair is darker; if less eumelanin is present, the
hair is lighter. Levels of melanin can vary over
time causing a person's hair color to change, and
it is possible to have hair follicles of more than
one color.

The hair has a tendency to lose its natural
colour with advancing age and turn grey, but
premature greying is a morbid condition and it

- makes even the young look older. The hair is an
"7l appendage of the skin. It is composed of the
. same kinds of cells as are found in the outer

layer of the skin, which is known as the
epidermis, Hair grows from hair follicles which
are deep recesses in the epidermis. The
sebaceous glands of the scalp secrete an oily
substance called sebum, which is the source of
nutrition, lustre, and blackness of the hair, The

i hair cannot be fed externally, for such

nourishment, as the scalp requires, must come to

i ‘i':;_; it from the bloodstream.

As we grow old our hair loses their sheen and

' starts to fade. However, when it starts to happen
- much before in our life it is known as premature

graying of hair. It makes us look much older than
our age which can sometimes be embarrassing.
This mainly happens due to the deficiency of the

+ | production of oil glands by the scalp.

Premature grey hair runs in families. The time

and speed of the onset of grey hair is in most

cases determined by a person's genes. However,
factors such as additional stress, constant
tension, smoking and ¢ertain medical conditions
such as thyroid disorders, vitiligo, vitamin B
deficiency and anaemia can also cause premature
graying.

Causes of premature
graying of hair

There are many factors responsible for
premature graying of hair, Faulty diet and mental
worry are the two primary causes of premature
graying of hair. Lack of some of the B vitamins,
iron, copper, and iodine in the daily diet is said to
be a contributory factor. Anxiety, mental worries
produce extraordinary tension in the skin of the
scalp; this interferes with the supply of vital
nutrition necessary for the health of the hair.
Deficiency of copper, Vitamin B, iron and iodine
in the body puts off the balance in the hair. Other
causes of premature graying of hair are unclean
condition of the scalp, washing the hair with hot
water, drying it with an electric dryer, and use of
hair dyes. Heredity is also a predisposing factor.

Premature graying according

to ayurveda

Premature graying is caused by emotional
disturbances, anger and extreme physical
exertion .The hair color changes according to the
vitiation of doshas especially Pitta dosha.
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.. graying of hair.

" home remedy that

of your hair.

' Keraian BlommaiMay 2013~ —:;::

assage your scalps for at least two times a week
with butter made from cow's milk. This is an
il effective treatment that helps to cure premature

Definition

Stress, worry, anxiety, and inadequate nutrition
lead to hair loss and premature graying of
hair.The graying of hair after a certain age is a
normal phenomenon, but when this starts in the
early years of life, one should look into for
remedies.

Causes

Increased intake of fried, sour, spicy, salty, and
fermented foods, as well as tea and coffee,
aggravate the Pitta Dosha (Ayurvedic humor
representing Fire) in the body. This Pitta
accumulates in the skin of the scalp, leading to
hair falling out and graying prematurely. Factors
like excessive anger and stress are also
responsible. Excessive consumption of alcohol
and meat also aggravate Pitta.

prevents premature graying of hair. It

The only symptom is graying of the hair at an
early stage of life. Some systemic symptoms of
Pitta aggravation might also be present like acid
stomach, nausea, excessive sweating, and
intolerance to heat.

Ayurvedic View

Hair loss is known as Paalitya in Ayurveda.
According to Ayurveda, hair is a byproduct of
bone formation and the tissue responsible for
building bones is also responsible for the growth
of hair. People who have excess Pitta in their
body are likely to lose their hair early in life, or
have prematurely thin or grey hair.

A combination of diet, herbs, oil massage,
meditation, aromatherapy, breathing and yoga
can be beneficial in addressing the problem of

hair loss and premature graying of hair.

Use curry leaves. This is because, these leaves are very|l|||
effective in preventing the premature graying of hair as'({}
well as they also strengthen the hair roots, You can either
s consume these leaves or can put them in coconut oil
-~ Take some pieces of ribbed gourd, dry these pieces under then boil and apply them on the scalp. This is one of the,
«~  the sun and then soak them in coconut oil and allow it to i
‘. rest for duration of three to four hours. Once done, boil this graying of hair.,
w1 residue until it turns black, Massage your scalp with this

1" black residue. This is also one of the best home remedies
1" as it helps to retain the pigmentation of the hair.
il Indian gooseberry is considered to be the most effective

best home remedies that helps prevent prem&m“ “}m

Mix powdered Indian gooseberry (amla) and s
seeds in equal amounts. Take 1 teaspoon twice a d&y gl
with water.

Take 1 cup of curry leaves and grind them with 1 ci
of buttermilk, Apply this to the hair for 1 hour, and thex E
- also enriches hair growth and brings back the normal color wash the hair with an herbal shampoo. Massage the |
scalp twice weekly Wlth butter made ﬁ'om cow,

Diet and Lifestyle Advice

Avoid Pitta-aggravating foods like spicy, heavy,
and oily foods, as well as tea and coffee.

Avoid refined foods, refined sugar, junk food,
and alcoholic and carbonated drinks.

Increase intake of fresh fruits, green leafy
vegetables, and vegetable juice prepared from
lettuce, carrot, capsicum, and alfalfa.

Avoid using chemical products on the hair. Try
herbal oils and shampoos instead.

Herbal hair oil medicated with neela,
bringaraja, haritaki, amalaki, vibhitaki, should be
massaged on scalp to prevent premature graying.

Dietery tips for those having premature
grey hair

Take a diet rich in nutrients.

Avoid refined, processed and synthetic food and
beverages such as refined wheat flour, refined
sugar and all products made from them, soft
drinks, pastries, jams and ]eﬂles
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Vitamins are considered useful in guarding
against premature graying of hair, These could be
taken under the guidence of a certified medical
practitioner and in dosage and frequency
suggested by him/her.

@ Eat sufficient quantity of yoghurt daily along
with a tablespoonful of yeast before each meal.
This is an excellent remedy for the prevention
and treatment of premature graying of hair.

@ In consultation with a doctor, calcium
supplements can also be taken.

Some medicated hair oils for premature
greying of hair are:

Neeli BhringamalakaTailam, Bhringara Tailam,
Brahmi Amla KeshaTailam.

Shad BinduTailam is used for inhalation
(Nasya) once daily for 1 to 2 months.

5-10gm of Triphala Churna taken at bedtime
with milk or water over a long period, can prove
very effective in curing premature graying of hair.
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Irhanutuffumkoptambaram cut'tunna
Hémantaravile vepmukilg

Kanniril munniyorenkoccukinavukal

EntinT §rikovil cuttitunnu-vritha

Entini dévane kaikiippunnu(Irhanututfum....)
Kottiyatoccori kovilinumunnil fian
Pottikkarafifiu ninnalum

Vatatta pratikshatan vasantipplimala
Vannuvan ararum agayillalld(Irhanututfum....)
Manavahriidayattin nombaramorkkate
Manattu cirikkunna vartinkals
Mitupatamanififia miidhvikarattin

Natakam kantu kagtu matutfupdyd(Irhanutuftum....)

Iruttinte Atmavu was produced by P I Kasim for Sony Films and directed by P Bhaskaran.
This movie was a contender for the Best Indian Film but was given the first film on nationa
integration.

Based on his own short story of the same title, M T Vasudevan Nair wrote its screenplay
and dialogue. Main actors were Prem Nazir, Sarada, P J Antony, Thikkurissi Sukumaran

_ Nair, Philomina, T S Mutthaiya, Sankarati, Nirmala and Junior Padmini. It is photographed
= S by E N Balakrishnan.

M T Vasudevan Nair This film had four songs written by P Bhaskaran himself and set to tune by Baburaj. All
songs were rendered by Janaki and another hit song was Vakacharthu kazhinhoru..
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irector Bharathan

directed

Parhankimala (1981),
based on the novel of the
same name by Kakkanadan.
Now debutant Senan
Pallasseri directs again based
on the screenplay written by
himself for V S International
and Kokkat Film Company.
Besides hero Biyon and
heroine Vinuda Lal, Jagadish,
Kalabhavan Mani, Indrans,
Nandulal, Thiru Murugan,
Binoy Parappanangadi,
Vishnu Unnikrishnan, Meghna, Geetha Vijayan, Kalaranjini and Thara
Kalyan are also in the movie. Lyrics are by Murugan Kattakada and music
is scored by Afsal Yousuf.

| Mumbal Police

ith Mumbai in the background,
Nishad Haneef Productions is
coming out with Mumbai Police, It

is produced by Nishad Haneefa and Niwas
and directed by Roshan Andrews.
Prithviraj, Jayasurya and Rahman are in the
lead while Aparna Nair, Meera Nandan and
Shikha Davis are in the female leads. Other
actors are Riyaz Khan, Captain Raju,
Kunchan, Chali Pala, Sukumari and Anita
Peter.

Screenplay is by Bobby Sanjay and lyrics are
by Santosh Varma. Music is composed by
Gopi Sundar.

LECEIR.ELEL LT
Oru Mathukutty

fter 'Pranchiyectan’,
Mammootty and Ranjith
~®Aare uniting again in

Mathukutty. Surprise is that
Mohanlal and Dileep are also in this
movie in guest roles. 'Da Thadiya..'
fame Sekhar also has an important
role in this movie, produced by
Capitol Theatres.
Despite being convalescing,
Innocent reached the venue of
Pooja to switch on the camera, on
April 2. Other participants were
director Priyadarsan, actors
Siddique, Janarddhanan, Lalu Alex,
and many others. It is expected to
hit the screen in August.
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ith Mumbai in the
backdrop, Blessy
is directing
Kalimannu (Clay) and the
picturisation is progressing
fast,
Produced by Thomas
Thiruvalla, this film has Biju
Menon, Shweta Menon and
Suhasini in stellar roles.
Other actors are Anupam
Kher and directors
Unnikrishnan and
~ Priyadarsan. Screenplay is
Al written by Blessy and music
§ is provided by ONV-M
Jayachandran team.
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Mister Bean

hooting of 'Mister Bean'

directed by debutant director

Regi Paul commenced in
Thiruvananthapuram. Divyadarsan,
Manayv, Biju Kuttan and Irfan Khan
are having important male characters
with Avantika Mohan, Preetham and
Kruti Kapoor as their female
counterparts. Other actors are Niyaz,
Kochupreman, Aziz, Harisri Yousuf,
Deepu, Munshi Ranjit, Dancer
Basant, Satthar Krishnadas, Premlal,
Johnson Varkey, Shibu, Molly,
Sunanda, Geethu and Sulochana
Pravin.
Sijo Joseph and Abhilash
Vijaykumar produce the movie for
Euro Star Cinema. Its screenplay is
written by Sharvi. The lyrics of
Padmaja Radhakrishnan are set to
music by Raja Krishnan.

nto Joseph Film Company who
produced the successful film
Verhuthe Oru Bharya, now come with
Bharya Athra Pora with the same cast. It is
directed by Akku Akbar. The main actors are
Jayaram, Gopika, Siddique, Aju Varghese,
Balachandran Chullikkad, Master Ken, Molly
Kannamali, Smitha, Krutika and Sanju,
Girish writes the screenplay while lyrics are
hy Engandlym Chandrasekhar and Shyam
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Smger P B Sreenivas passes away at 82

( eteran playback singer P B Sreenivas
breathed his last on April 14 at his

©/ Chennai residence following a cardiac
arrest. He was 82. He is survived by his wife
Janaki, four sons Phaneendran, Vijay,
Nandakishore, Rajagopal and a daughter Latha.
On that day, after he had his routine bath and was
relaxing on a chair. Suddenly he got up and started
walking and collapsed on the floor. Before medical
help was summoned he breathed his last,
Everything was over in five minutes, according to
his third son Nandakishore.
Bormn into a family of musicians in Kakinada in
Andhra Pradesh on September 22, 1930, Sreenivas
started his film career with Mr Sampath. His first
Tamil film was Veerapandiya Kattabomman and
his duet with Suseela (Imbam pongum vennila) put
him firmly on playback singing in films, shaking
the place of A M Raja. Pasamalar (Yaar yaar yaaar
aval aaro) in 1961 ensured that he would sing for
Gemini Ganesan, a busy hero along with Shivaji
Ganesan and MG Ramachandran, in those days.
His last film was Aayirathil oruvan (2010).
He had sung more than 3,000 songs in 8 languages and
bagged various state government awards. His Tamil songs
Mayakkama Kalakkkama, Nilavukku en mel Ennadi kopam,
Kaalangalil aval vasantham etc are remembered even today.
His first song in Malayalam was for Thikkurissi's
Puthradharmam (1954) followed by Harischandra (Mahat
thyagame... in 1955) and continued to sing for several other
films like Ninamaninha Kalpadukal
(Mamalakalkkappurathu..), Kattuthulasi (Thulasai thulasi..),
School Master (Nirhanha kannukalode..), Thriveni (Kizhakku
kizhakkoraana..), Kattumallika (Avalute kannukal karinkadali
pookkal..), Kuttikkuppayam (Thottilil ninnu thutaklcam..),
Umma (Sarvasakthane..), Rabecca (Baliyalla enikku ventathu,

Aakasathile kuruvikal..), Kalanhu kittiya thankam (Bhoomi
kuzhichu kuzhichu..), Sakunthala (Vanadevathamare..),
Kumarasambhavam (Ksheerasagara..) Babumon (Karalil
kanneer niranhalum..) etc. His active presence in Malayalam
was during the sixties and seventies. Later he turned his
attention to devotional songs and research in music.
Sreenivas had a strange habit of wearing colourful hats and
carrying pens in different colours, He loved writing poetry
and did so in eight languages.

The legendary singer had delivered innumerable hits. He was
the voice of Kannada super star Rajkumar and Gemini
Ganesan after his earlier voice A M Raja turned a music
director himself. m

T K Ramamoorthy dies

cll known music director
and Violinist T K
Ramamoorthy (91) died

in Chennai on April 17. He is

survived by his wife

Tharumambal, seven daughters

and four sons.

He was born in Thiruchirappalli in

1922. His father Krishna Swami

Iyer and grandfather Malaikottai

Govindaswami Iver were famous

violinists during their times. When

he was 14, he was emploved in HMV as a violinist. Soon he
was playing violin for films made by AVM Productions.
While he was an nadesstudv of music director C R
Subramanvam, he came im comtact with M S
Viswanathan and the first music duo of South India

Viswanathan-Ramamoorthy was born, on
the footsteps of Shankar Jaikishan of the
north. They were bestowed with the title of
Mecllisai Mannarkal by their fans. This
team provided music for more than 700
movies in Tamil, Telugu, Kannada and
Malayalam. Lilly and Mariyakutty are the
two movies they gave music in Mdlayalam

After separating from MSV in 1965,

Ramamoorthy gave music to 19 films but
he was not as successful as MSV.

R

His revelation, that he composed music for Atho antha
paravaipole (Ayirathil oruvan(1969)), Malardhum
malarake (Pasamalar), Malai pozhuthum mayakkathile
(Bhagyalakshmi), Aval parhanthu ponale (Paar makale

paar) etc, led to the split. Tamilnadu government
honoured him with the title of Kalai Mamani.
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(wmoaflaly)
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Numbers S

-Guruiji

Number is needed to denote the quantity and in languages it is used to point out the number of
persons or things. In most of the languages, unlike in Sanskrit, there are two numbers, singular
and plural. Singular number denotes one while Plural indicates more than one.

Singular: @@m, amyaniod, alymitdke, Qljee

Plural: @m0, amyauid, alymima:eanm, aljemeangd

In Malayalam, the nouns and pronouns are generally expressed in singular number
(e@ssq1aims) and variation takes place only while converting them from one to more-than-one
i.e., plural number (enianyainims). Nouns are broadly classified as male (asygflona),
female(and{wlleflews ), genderless (@mellows) and neutral (Maig oo ellow).

Plural Number

The plural number is in three kinds: croellot, @oellan. and ajygame. The suffixes to be added
vary depending on the words used. Normally the suffixes @n®, @o®, @b and @@ are added to
the singular number. Ex.:- toy |8, eaairmod, aoenwd, amyoaud, alyrime:sanad.

caveilotn 6niany0lale

When male, female and neutral genders are expressed in plural number: The suffixes to be
added are mo® and .

alyefletro : BB0M —eH0MmOB, rUYMBED —aVYBEMOA, MM Jilo] —omi J@l@lmod
avl@ilellovss: @non —@namaod, ¢gs] —e.aglmod, caleieacs] —ealeleeod]a:ub
Malyeuds eflotls: alyatiale —alyatia B, HEf—®g)y@d, $:SO0d —a:salewd

@nells sninnyalaims

When we collectively mention both male and female, such plural number falls in this category.
Suffixes used are @n®, ®r®, &b, Ex.:- dlsyeed, Mg #08, qusancsnsanu, allgyeod.

aly®Ré 6NInNYlalMe
Though we mean only one person, we use plural to show respect. Suffixes used are @n®, @:d.
@R6.:- 6|goend, eaaisid, dlarnd. Plural for eeaisid is eeaiemod.

When numericals are used to denote the number, the pluralistic suffix should not be used. Ex.:-
@neml) mOsEn (@emy) mosengxd should not be used.), sammalw. (emime.iwserwd is wrong).

In pronouns, one '@n’ to be added to get plural number.
Ex.:- @nmi’' —®@nal, soi'—mal, agai—agal. However easeand is singular.

T - et LRS! 11 1T pu"!rl'm'rrn'rn”rrn] ]]I"lm"fl | ] L (AT '|'||'|r[:_]f|n” O
}Answer to Qulz No. 10 " W l"“m ”PH] I” 1 I rrm mm””” “lmﬂ L U ““, l|il| ”
The given statement is incorrect but used in slang in some part of Kerala. The correct versmn‘?ali i T
2m30I0SMe &:¥leT AIBGRD coo¥lasscssies calowil. Smce 28:09]@60s’iS ﬂlc il

destination, its preposition ages’” is to be used. “ ' | H |
| Quiz No.11 I||Lh||| Il ¥ |*[| }mflll ‘IHHJW ’ I‘}W ||WJ| ,:

i No correct answer was received. Ml” L
DO3aIGY mgmmﬂad‘oguﬂ @MY MOGEBSA el themlsmkelfan}'ll i
{ AL S P A 1 1JJuu||mil_[“:]tLl”'! Liipelan. OGN L il }‘ il
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