AF

T R Balamar

*VETERAN
CARNATIC
NUSIC

PR

76 year old TR Balamani's face lights up as she recalls the names of those whom she taught
Camatic Music, many of whom have made a name for themselves and are living not only in Mumbai
but all across the globe.

Lakshmi ¥

T R Balamari is one of the senior
Camatic music teachers of Mumbai.
Many contemporary singers, violinists,
flantista, and weena players have leami
from her and she has been the recepient
of severn] Music teacher awards. She
shill teaches Camnatic music 1o children
as well as professional music teachers
wha take advanced Carmatic musie
lessons from her.
Hom in Parmkulam in Palakkad,
Balamani belonged to a family of music
lovers and singers. Her fnther TS
Pamamnatha lyer was an MA (Honmars)
in Samskrit from Annamalai University
and worked as Post Master in several
places in Kerala. He hailed from
Thathamangalem i Chittoor and o
Balamsni in her younger days c : i s T
performed scveral concerts in Kerals T e, e e RN
and Chennai along with hes sister T R Balamars performing &t a concert with her daughter Ranjini Chiander, on her right
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a5 Thathamangalam Sisters. Her mother

is the late Pachainayaki Ammal.
Balamani started leaming Carmatic

music af the age of 9. By 10 she started

performing on the stage with swaras and
alapanas.

Her first music tescher was Narayana
Bhagavathar in Trippunithura. Later she
studied under ng]:u'nu Menon (Appu
BMenon). The late TK Govinda Rao was
her mentor and inspiration and she was
groomed by him. After Std X, Balamani
Joined the Central Colle nEHusm in
Chennai and completed
Vidwan course in [95T. Tl:l-l: w:ﬁ:ran
rrmsician Musird Subramania Iyer, the
Principal encouraged her fo - contimee
advanced study in music. Balamani woa
the National Scholarship and continued
hier rusic study under the guidance of
Musiri Subramania [yer. Mayavaram
Eorishna Iyver, T Brinda, Thripambaram
Swaminathan Pillai, Chittoor
Subramamnia Pillai were her other
teachers. Her subsidiary suhject was
veens which she learnt under MA
Kalyanakrishna Bhagavathar,
Devacottah Maraysna [vengar and
Theory of MMuzic under Balakrishnaiah.

Balamani got mamried in 1961 to the
late NC Man whe hailed from
Guruvayur and was working for Dodson
Pwi Lid. Mani was musically inclimed
and encournged his wife to continue
ginging, give concerts and teach music.

was teacher of Carnatic music at
Bharatiya Music and Fine Arts at
5 :

Balamani has given several Camatic
conoerts and bas been recipient of
several awards, Some of them are
Chembur Fine Arte Bociety's Gama
Vindanam - Carnatic Music Teacher
Extraordinaire, end its fifth Samayg
Shakthi Award. She was the first
recipient of Dr M5 Subbulakshmi Hest
Music Teacher awand instibuted by
Shanmukhananda Sabha,
MNaadabrahmam honoured her with
Lifetime achievement Award and
Citartion.

In 2010, she presentad & lecture on
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Balamani and her hushand NC Mani

Camatic Music at the Cleveland
Thyagaraja Festival where she
receivad the Ehairavi Fine Arts

Acharys Ratnakar Award for service to

Indtian Classical Arts. The Chennai
Academy of Music and Fine Arts
bestowed on her the Sangeetha Kala
Acharys Award.

Balamani has a daughter Ranjini
Chandar who i3 married and Hves in

Chennai with her husband V Chander,

Bk teaches Carnatic and Hindustani
musie mnd gi-.-umm. Ranjimi

learmt Camatic music from her mother

and Hindusiani music from Gestha

Chanda and Thathachari. Her busband

works 85 Sensor Acoonts Exesitne

Advice to aspiring Singers
Leamn sincerely and
practise regularly.
Attend Camatic concerts
and listen fo all types of music.

Leam music from one
teacher at a ime for a
sufficient penod of time st
you understand the nuances

0 that

of classical music.

with Mestle. They have a daughter
Shruti doing her 2* year BCA and a son
Siddharth studying in Sed IX .

Balamani remembers her first student,
Shantha Anantharaman, now in the US.
Her other students include Shankar
Mahadevan, Bombay Jayashree,
Prasanna Warrier, Lakshmi Rajagopal,
Vasumathi Badrinathan, Raji
Gopalakrishnan, Vidya
Balasubramaniam, Sujathe Sanjay,
Recwa (daughter of Rooplkumar
Rathode and Shonali Rathode),

Tamizharassan
Hema Balasubramanian (flute), Sathwa
Srinath (Flute), N Prasad ( Fluie),
Sharada Murali, Uma Maheswaran
{violn), Lakshmi Parthasarathy, Saviths
Sriram, [ Ramakrishnan, Kahyani
Yogesh, Karthik Sreinvas, Rahul
Narmyanan, Saroja Subremaniam and
[y Mmare. m




