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Appearance may sometimes be deceiving. Karthyayani G. Menon

is a fine example.

hile walking Into the cabin of the Secretary of

the well Enown |ehangir Art Galbery, | was in my

mind picturng the Image of the topmost officer
of the highly reputed institutlon of this cosmopolitan
grand city: well buile, sophisticated halr-do, silk attire,
gold framed spectacles, sharp cyes emanating power
and authodty and & serdous hoarse voioe. After knocklng
the deor and entering, | was pleasantly surprised o son
a lady, with a typical Malayali attire and matherdy look,
worldly experfenced. Had she been sitting on any other
chair, ane would have cenalnly mistaken her for an

T T

ordinary office asaistant.

Mrs Karthyayanl © Menon is a pleasant perss
down to earth, loyal to the oeganisation whose im
abways uppermost in her mind. toally dedicated
|ob and with a no ronsende outhook After exchan
few pleasantries, she expressed her disappeints
my late arrival and expressed her concern of kesg
few of ker visitors waiting diting prior appodnimer
Afver my profuse spology, we went dizectly into
business,
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Jehangir Art Gallery

Iz = the prime ant gallary of the city of Mumbai, wall
kncwm all over the country and Im & lew foreign lands
glea. It ts stuated in the heart of the Scuth Mumbsai
where 8l ather promier Institutions such as Prince of
Wales Muscum [now Chhatrapathi Shivall Maharmad
Vastu Sangruh), Elphinstone College, Regal
Theatre, Gabeway of India, Flora Fountain et
al are situated. Colaba, houslng Hotel
Taj. Naval base, BEST Head Quarters,
Chizrchigote Station, Maval dockyard,
Wictorla {now Chhatrapatl
ShivajliTerminus, Mantradaya,
Legislative Assembly Comples,
Cuffe Parade are all in the
nelghbourhood. This spedal
geopgraphical position calks for
conkinsous visits by the high and
the mighty, celebrities of political, |
literary, & felds with or without prior SIS
intimations and makes ary responsible
persan on his or her wes and
Karthyayani Menon s no exception,

She vary nicely explained the history of the
LU R M.

it was the brain wave af Sir Cawasil pehangir, the
Seoond Baropet, 1o have an At Gallery of Intermnational
standard in Mumbal and he set aside a fund of
R=.2,5%0,000 in 1956 and approached the suthorities
especially the then govemar Sir lohr Coville and later

R
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Ha|a Sir ahamaj Singh and B G Kher the Chief Mindster.
It was declded to bulld the Gallery in the plot of Prince
of Wales Museum and o tripastite agreement was signed
among trustees of the museun, govemment of
Maharashtra and Sir Cowasji [ehangir on luly 25, 195].
The state povemment agreed o glve o suitable amownl

overy year as grant for the malntenance of the

building. Sir Cowasji took personal intenast In

s minute detail and he had spent

o Rs.7.04.1102 towards construction. [t was
k. shown as a perscinal doemation to the

Bt Museum and hence the cwnemship of
Sk the gallery bullding is still vested

g L with the muscum. The galleny s

-:. | mamed after the late son of Cowesi,

Tist N Jebangir Cowasjl jehangir and was

¥ inaugurated by CM of the state B |

¢ Kher on lanuary 21, 1%32.The

gallery was again nenovated in 1980

to bring It to international standard.

Life sketch
Karthyayanl Menon was borm on March
%, 194% as the slxth child af Kanlyamkandi
Lakshmi Amma and Mathathil Krdshnan Malr in
Pinarayl, Thalassed. She has now shx slsters and one
brother, veunger to ber, Balakrishnan, & businessman in
Mumbai. Her father was working in Singapore and later
retumned bo Kemla to look afeer the lamily properties.
Afrer completing her education in Perslassed and
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Thalssseri, she came to Musmbal n 1968 1o join ber elder
gister who wes settled here after marrage

Socn she landed In a job with [ebanglr At Gallery as
a clerk. During her school days, she was vary ksen to
learn Hindi aad hed passcd Hindi Pravean axamination.
This trait stood her in good stead to gain this job
Afearwards thers was no looking back in her career.

Six years later Karthyayani Menon found herself
promated o the rank of Office Supevintendent and she
attributed it to nothing but her
hardwork and dedicated
approach to the duties given
to her. & 5 Batltwala was then
Lacretary of the Gallery and
all the waork assigned to her
was done without any
camplaints arsing out af it
Her efliciency in carrying cut
the task belore the alloted
timie would have inflsenced
him In promoting her to this
challenging position.

Prime minlgbers, govemors,
chief ministers, pailnters and
I:u'_-rﬁ:-rmlr.l artlstes, achors,
itterateuss and celebrities et al always found time to
wisit lehangir Art Gallery and their imguisitiveness kept
Karthyayanl Mencn busy throughout her day and
beyand. She took them around and explained In great
dapth to them so that they remained inkarmed and
interested In the amefacts they saw and appreciated.

With Gavemer G Subrahmaniam

‘With Actress Vidya Balan

mMearwhile in 1971, she maried Mangat Gangad-z
Menon of Ottapakam. He was a sports enthusiast an:
was Captain of his school team. He was a student al 1
Schocl of Ottapalam. In Mumbai he was working boe 2
of RPG Group, He retired from senvice about 15 pean
ago. She balanced well the adminkstration of her ofu
as well a5 her home, The couple §s having an Ideal
family life with two childrer, Sunil and Sushama

Sunil has a degree in Hotel Management and be
joined Lufthansa Airways §
married Sujata, &
Maharashtrian girl, and sce
praed [ather of Saummya wi
a student of Std Wl

Sushama |5 a commer=
graduate and |5 now
employed in fehangir An
Gallery's accounts
department. She 5 marr
Ajitkumar, a
Thiruvananthapuaram nab:
but having well establich:
business Interests In Mo
The couple have two
daughters, Shreela doleg
first year Engineering degree course and Anushras
stadent of Sed Vill.

Karthyayani Manon attributes her pasition 1o th:
blessings af renowned artistes like M F Husseln,
Hebber, N S Bendre, Gaithande et al. They were &
vary much pleased with her work at the gallery an:
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showered their blessings on her. These blessings, she maaintenance of the bullding and ather sponsceships et

feels, remaln good for ber and allow her to rEw that extra space was given on keese to five different
helghts entities. Later, when the
Kasthvayand Menan e SR F n] a3 ¢ Gallery wanted mone space,
reached hér superannuation they refused to vacate the
in 2004 bt the Gallery premises and the Tnest
authortes refosed her managing the Gallery had

retirement. in [est. Me
Wanon says that she might

o appioach judical couris.
s Karthyapand Menon

o pllowed 10 go when she L O i dinglehandedly managed 1o
gives a dhance to her bosses RS 3 ; Wy attend to the legal matters
o gquestion her on some of : L L : - 2 well as attending various
hier short comings, The courts from the lowest (o
problem is that she pever the appellane cours

gives tham an opportminy spanning a pedod of fory
o do so. frve vears, Her effors are

now Eruitful and all
Hrensess are evicted.

The officlal and persanal
duties took Ms Karthyeyan|
4 Menon across all over India.

Sino= its imcepton, the
building that houses the PR
gallery had some space they  [FiS.c 46
coald not utilisa, In order to  _ESEEEEE
ralse money for the
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Daugher Sujatha, Bonsin=law Ajitkumar thair daughbars
Shresla and Anushres

Soun Sunil, hh dluuhhﬂnmrluﬂw!'h E*In
Kairida 1o Momibad e 2rs - esembiabi e .



Racabving Lify Tiowe Achisvemun Award from Adi H Ja

You must have tried different types of Polish for your
Lamps, Bamals, Silver ltems, God [dals, Door Handles,
chandeliers & other precious items ete.

THE BHINTNG WOULD HAVE LABTED FEW DAYS. {
NOW THERE 15 AN ULTIMATE PERMANENT g
SOLUTION FOR YOUR PROBLEMS. y

p .« TRYONLY ONCE MY LACQUER POLISH
R
BRASS, COPPER, SILVER & GOLD LACQUERING _ '
PICK UP & DELIVERY FREE.
marmﬂlmmmwmr

SAMPLES WILL EE SHOWN AT YOUR PREMISES,
f LACQUERED ITEMS ARE WASHABLE & LAMP

.. CANBE LIT AFTER LACQUER POLISHING.

' SPECIALISTS IN KERALA LAMPS POLISH.

(396 Poksh can be dune in Brass, St & Goid. Gift e are asarkuiis o the bekow addoess
THERE IS NO LOSS OF MATERIAL WHILE POLISHING

COMPLETED a4 TEMPLES POLISHING ALL OVER INDIR

Plaase call/ visdl contact me at |
' S.RAMAKRISHNA (8 a.m. TO 8 p.m.)

b I Wi By Gront Fioor. Mew Munigen Tangln Chieds Nagae Chemtur W) Muroa- 88
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barrirg rorth gast sates and O

| Fusther, she travelled o Gull 2

and Singapore stc

When one doss the |ab
escaedingly well, one 18 [kaly
appreclated for the excellnt =
Ms Karthyayani Menen |9 no
oxcaption. She was [elicknted
eminent parsanalitbes and
organisations and awarded thi
trophles on saveral occalom
Ratna from Irdia Intedmntione

Samskarn Deept! fram [wala |
and Like Time Achievement b
givan by the Gallery itsall on g
ovcasbon of iy Diamend Jubiie
2019 s s aong them,

If you can set your hand
albums kept on her table, s
spend more thar 8 doy, pe
through the pages looking
photographs In which Ma X
mingling with the mighty &
powerful. Presldents, Prim
Ministers Smt Indira Gand
Gandhi, Viswanath Pratap
Govemnors C Subramahnla
C alexander, K Sankaranms
Babasaheb Thackeray, Ud
Aditya, singers Kishori Am
aciors Amitabh Bacchan. ¥

| Balan, Madhu, Kaviyoor

Ponnamma, blg names of
Mumbal's celebrities sucl

Shobha De, Kekkoo Ghar
are only some of them. M

| Indian painters including
| foreigners who visited the

during their days, are als

| With the patronage of suc

& Ramairishn :Calon OEPAYRAES | SIGTIAOH | 5250406+ Pu: 250560 ‘

personalites, It 18 N wor
she remained on the high
pedestal. ®



