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Prakash Padikkal

SOCIAL WORKER AVERS
TO TURN POLITICIAN

Prakash Padikkal and his NGO, Hillside Residents' Welfars Association, champion the
cause of the people living in Mulund and -are largely responsible for transforming this
suburb into a model township, Serving humanity is service to God, he belisves.

[P ¥ Ravindranath

rakash Padikkal, engineer by
profession, social worker by choice,
15 nod indepested in switching oW 10
pelitics. This is unasaal, since
almost every other social worksr uscs
public service as an adjunct or a sleppng
slone for & rewarding political career.

For Padikkal social service and service o
hamanity is service to God, And it is
totally in that spirit that he got involved in
public sctivities over the last two decades.
His focus has been on Mulund, which he
and the NGO ke heads - the Hillside
Residents” Welfare Associstion - bas
hecame a model residentinl township, free
of the nuisance of hawiers, noise and
-environmental pollution and now |ike the
rest of Mumbai free from loadshedding.
Thizre was a time when this subark had no
electric supply from the Mahamshera Stase
Elecircity Board for six bours a day.

Padikkal got into active public service
when he became the Secretary and later
e Chairman of Asia's largssl sarvice
secar industrial estale, the Bhandup
Indusirial Estate. The team led by Padikkal
 implemented several innovative measures
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igsue and grast mterim reliet,
The plight of the Hillside Residents
began in 2002, when the Bambay
Envirosmental Group approached the
High Court asking for correction of
lapul reconds, The State Gowernment
then got into the act of investigating
non-forestry activities on poivate foress
lands in 2005. The High Court on 24
hiarch 2008 tarmed all buikdings on
such land as illegal. Over 15 lakhs
people in Mubund, Thane and other
paris of kisharashira were affected.
They approached the Supreme Couart.
The Supreme Court askoed the
petitioners to pay a woken Net Present
Vahez (NPV], in its inlerim order, a5 a
step towards regularization of these
propertics, &s recommended by the
d o1 - HESR ), Central Empowered Commitize (CEC)
: e o The HIF'WA along with the Samaj
Prakash Padical and hls team with the Govemor of Maharashira K Sankaranarayanan vk Sangh sponsored fowr

‘ The team led by Padikdal
brought about several
Innovative measuras which
helped bring the Bhandup
Industrial Estate out of the red.

The happiness it gave to the
various units functioning in the

gstate, inspired Paddikal 1o
take up several other issues of

public Im’

vermiculbare unin o conver washe inio
manure, Trees were plasied in

p!'ﬂ'flﬂm--‘-.lltlm helped convert & dmb
imdusiria] esinte indo 2 coveted plﬂtnl'

land. Each of the 5000 persons
employed in the 670 small scale units
imbibed the message of enviroamental
prodection and cane.,

A8 Mubhmd slowly emerged a3 a
mde] township, the Government out of
(e blue sought to depeive aboat 5 lakbs
of peaple in Mubund snd Thane of their
TE,000 Maes, which some of them hsd
been occupviag fior almost half
centary, invoking a redundast Privaie
Forest Land Act, enacted in 1975.

Hasgtily, the Hillside Residents”
Welfare Associnton (HIRWA)
campadgned to ensure that the
flat—~pwners wane not deprived of thedr
homes, many of them costing them
aroumd Hs. 40 lakhs and above. For the
tiene being they have got a reprieve
from the Governmend, till the ssae =
settled in the Supreme comrt, The State
povernment amendied it stand even as
the Suprems Couart appoinied & Central i . el
Empowered Committee to [ook into the Prakash Padikial with his wife Suleking and daughter Supriya
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wheelchairs and fowr streicher trolleys
each to MTA Municial Hospital of
Muland. The two NGOs have offered
suppart fo itbe Hospital by way of
cssendial medicines, fameshings and
equipisiend fof fegular ugs.

The HIEWA and the Samaj Vikas
Sangh are persuading every housing
society in Mulund 1o bave their own
wiasbe management facilities in their
compounds. The aim is to achieve zem
garbage plan for the entire Mulund.
Bulund generstes about 200 metric
tonmes daily of whick T0% is wet
garbage which is idea! for vermiculture.

Padikkal is invodved in several other
issoes oonfroating the cilipens of
Mulund. Be il police highhandedness or
any act of the BMC which puts citizens
o inconvenbence draws his attention. He
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1o the then CM of Maharashtra Vilas Rao Deshmukh

alio motivated the youths of the aren to
make politicians accountable for what
they do — from Parlimemtarane (o MLAs
to corparators, They draw inspirstion
from Anna Hagare's campaign,
motivated lurgely by the India Against
Corruption and iis office bearers with
whism ey inberact,

The HIFWA aleo has been questioning
the BMC shout its insessitivity on the
use of public moaey. They ook up the

6' As Mulund slowly emerged as
a model township, the
Government out of the blue
sought to deprive 15 lakhs
people In the suburb of their
75,000 flats, which some of
them had been occupying for
almost half a century, inveking
a redundant Private Forest
Land Act, enacted in 1957.9)

issue af mstallation of kigh mast lights
at all key traffic junctions and other
points. host of them were mstalled
wrongly and at places where there was
no need of such kights, Most of them

encrosched footpaths and even roads
had been namowed dus o thair
imsesllstbon. And, mast of them did nedt
work dusing the nights. Some of tem
were placed pext 1w waffic signals in a
haphazard

TNANGET.

Padikkal imitsted arganising monthly
rsetiriga with the Dy Msnicipal
Commissioner and Municipal staff of T
ward with the NGO, every manth,
where all owistarding isswes are
discussed and solfuticns found. This
imitiative ftumed out to be the first such
experimsent for the BMC,

Married to Sulekha, a joamalist
earkier with the Free Press Joumal and
the Indian Express and oow a
freclencer, Padikkal has a :IH.I#H:H
Suprnve, now in the U K tradndng oo
become 8 ascunt Curanne.

Pedilkknl and his wife are desp into
meditation, Vipesana method. A happy,
comtented family the Padikicals are at
punewi.ﬂlﬂt:m;d']d, ench imvolwed in
their gwn chossn avocabions. &

Planging a sapling at Bhandup Industrial Estate
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