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editorial

Do we need reservation?

“Tam a beggar and it is my right to beg and it is my privilege to take my alms from
you,” no beggar says it though he might feel within, Will he add, “It is my
responsibility to see that my children would not be begging on the streets,” Most
probably not. Ifhe would, it would be a pleasure to give him some alms.

When India won its freedom in 1947, India had some sort of a reservation but not
across the country, On independence, the new leaders found an anomaly of about 5% of
the socially forward communities occupied about 95% of the jobs. India had a caste
system based on traditional occupation, and most of them were mainly engaged in
menial jobs. People belonging to these categories were coming from rural arcas which
had no educational facilities. These people thus never received education and hence
could not change their occupation and remained in the same occupation. They were at
the mercy of people who had better education, knowledge and information. Naturally
the latter were better placed, rich money wise and occupied important pesitions. The
then Indian parliament felt miserable and decided to bring a system whereby the
deprived could be brought up to share the fruits of freedom. The reservation system
was thus written into the constitution with a rider that the arrangement was only for ten
years by which period equality would be brought in.

Alas, itdid not happen as they wished. Situation did not alter much in ten years. The
growth of education was very slow because schools did not come up to absorb children
of the deprived classes as teachers were in short supply. It may be unbelievable for the
present generation to learn that during early twenties of last century, a fourth standard
pass could become not only a teacher but a head teacher, a vakil (do not mistake it for
advocate) or a medical man using Ayurveda etc, By fifties, qualification was raised to
eighth standard and by sixties it changed to tenth standard. Now we hear the minimum
qualification for a primary teacher would be raised to a degree along with B Ed while
for high school it should be a PG with suitable training, and so on. The present teachers
are considering opposition to this thinking. It is a paradox that teachers are against
acquiring higher qualifications.

Indian constitution offers equality to all irrespective of cast and creed. Then why
our politicians are hesitating to usher it? Can our government, state or central, keep all
promised developments not meriting speedy completion a pause and concentrate on
establishing more educational institutions, from primary to post graduation levels,
standardise and ensure implementation of syllabus, accountability of the employed
teachers and non teachers, providing food, clothes, study materials etc and
accommodation to all needy students, strict evaluation of their work and the academic
state of the students for the next ten years and continue with the meritorious students
for higher education in the same manner? It needs lakhs of crores of rupees, no doubt,
but would benefit all without discretion. Provide employment to the successful
students in appropriate jobs in government services without any reservation and

partisanship and simultaneously lift all reservations in the country. Recently
newspapers reported that some eight standard students in Kerala are incapable of
reading and writing. Qualification on paper is of no use.

Nehru government envisaged reservation for ten years but the inexperienced
ministers and bureaucrats did not provide the infrastructure for advancement. In his
first independence address as PM, Dr Manmohan Singh talked about 'Saat Sutra'
(Bharat Nirman, National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, National Urban Renewal
Mission, National Rural Health Mission, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and Expanded
Midday Meal Programme) but ¢ould not implement it 100% due to internal problems.
Let us implement it on war footing:and ensure all children in India benefit out of it.
Initially it could be restricted to two children per family. Reserve all government
controlled jobs for those who do their studies in government institutions. In the system
advocated above, caste, creed and religion do not come in, the economic backward
status of parents becomes irrelevant and the meritorious hard working youth get the
cream. All government run, aided and approved schools should be brought under this
umbrella. Then there will be 100 % reservation for those studied in public (schools run
with public money) school or present system of reservation could be lifted.

We understand that the new reservation quota for EWS has no copstitutional
sanction and feel the SC would declare it illegal. Then it would prove the néw move is
only for public consumption and to win votes for the ruling party. 2




' letters to

' the editor

Lending Wings To India's Progress Story

Navi Mumbai International Airport
will be a gateway to new opportunities
for development and will attract high
value investments. The project will
definitely increase commerce and
employment, generating new jobs
directly and indirectly. The airport will
enable the state government to enhance
economic stature of both Navi Mumbai
and Mumbai Metropolitan area. Navi
Mumbai International Airport is
planned with a minimum passenger
capacity of 60 million passengers per
annum and cargo capacity of 1.5
million tonnes per annum. In this
connection nearly 3000 eligible
families will be rehabilitated and
relocated to new residential sites. A
modern township called Pushpak
Nagar is being developed in the
vicinity of the proposed airport for the
people, who contributed land for the
Navi Mumbai International Airport
Project.

It is so happened that a day before
Shivaji Jayanti, Modi got an
opportunity to come to Maharashtra.
Globalisation is a reality of our times
and to keep pace with it, we need top ; ,
quality infrastructure. The Sagarmala I Celebrating 5th Birthday
project is ushering development of i on 8th February 2019
ports. The government is devoting -
significant efforts towards the
development of waterways and
airways. Since independence, only
450 airplanes were in the sky including
both from government and private
sectors, and now companies have
ordered 900 planes in just one year and
that need to provide more airports as
air space is available in plenty to
Continued on page 35

We welcome responses from readers. Please forward your responses and suggestions about various happenings
concerning Malayalees residing in this part of India. You may send us your piece in either English or Malayalam. (We
shall translate and publish it in English) You may send them via e-mail to keralainmumbai@gmail.com or by post to
Editor, Kerala In Mumbai, 105-B, Twin Arcade, Military Road, Marol, Andheri (E) Mumbai 400 059.

3 Please intimate us in case you do not receive your subscribed copy by end of the first
Attention month (KIM is a bi-monthly published once in two months), in order to help us to take

(1] 17 a1 T oW necessary action. Tel: 2920 9959 / 2094, Mob: 9820110509,
E-mail; keralainmumbai@gmail.com

Views and opinions expressed in Kerala in Mumbai are not necessarily those of Vibrant Printing & Publishing Pvt. Ltd. VPPPL does not take the
responsibility for returning unsolicited material sent without due postal stamps for return postage. No part of Kerala in Mumbai can be reproduced
without prior permission of the publisher. VPPPL
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Victor

Advocate Malbin
| Victorisa
& committed
businessman who
P is involved in
Venkatachalam  several charitable
and social activities as well.
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miﬂmﬂi“l dvocate Malbin Victor's
: philosophy of life is very
ightening. He believes that
the positivity within him and the
determination to see a better day have
helped him to cross many hurdles in
life and move on.
“I always believe that if you
have a desire, decision and
determination, you can
overcome the challenges and
attain what you wish. It is
you, your thought process
and your actions that
decide your destiny. If
your plan and vision are
clear and if you are firm
on your decision, God
and Time will always
be with you,” he says
confidently.
Today Adv.
Malbin Victor is
Proprietor of ABC
Consultancy
Services located at
Hiranandani Gardens
in Powai. Itis a
consultancy firm
providing all legal
supports and
documentation services to
the real estate segment. His
team helps the client to identify
a property, take care of legalities,
documentations and execution. He

i M‘ t N
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has successfully completed 25 years
in this field. It's a one stop solution
provider in Real Estate Segment. ik
His client list includes corporates, g
NRI's and high networth
individuals.

But the going was never a cake
walk. During his early days, he went
through a lot of humiliating
situations, but never gave up.

Childhood

Malbin Victor was born in a
small village, Kalparambu in
Thrissur District. His parents are
late Shri Varunny, who was
Administration Manager in a School
and Smt. Lucy Varunny, who was a
Teacher. He completed his
graduation in Kerala and moved to
Mumbai at the age of 21 for higher
studies. He studied Law at K.C.
Law College, Churchgate, Mumbai.

He remembers that, while
studying law, he started working
part time to support his expenses.
His initial salary was Rs. 350/- per
month. His appointment was as an
accountant with a private firm. But
from the first day he realized his
work included cleaning of the
tables, sweeping of the floor,
washing of washrooms and P
asapeonandasa Todaywhenllook ©}
SR il back, with all humility,
helped him to learn
Hindi, to know about I feel and
this city, roads, markets understand that,

and important places of I have achieved more
the then Bombay. After than | dreamt

“ i
I | z
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successfully attaining Law Degree
from University of Mumbai, he
practised as a Lawyer for 5 years
and then turned into business.

Earning money alone has never
been his aim. He wants to give back
to society what he can and
help others who are less
fortunate than him. Through
his involvement in several
social organizations, he
fulfills this urge in him. He
always takes up initiative
and leadership to do
charitable activities and has
done numerous noble
services to the poor and
needy.

Malbin Victor is
Chairman of The Kerala
Christian Council (KCC). It
is a 61 year old prominent
trust in Mumbai. A socio -
cultural, non-political,
philanthropic organization
representing all Christian
denominations of Kerala in
Mumbai, it was established in 1958,
and is a platform, where all the
Kerala Christians settled in Mumbai
join together to spread goodness to
society. KCC has declared this year
as Year of kindness and all its
activities are directed towards that
goal.

KCC provides various
scholarships under its Golden Child
program and it benefits, encourages
and motivates a lot of poor and
needy children all over Mumbai. As
part of its welfare activities, it

M Ll

Malbin Victor with his family
provides financial support to poor
patients and their dependents. Under
the leadership of its current
Chairman Malbin Victor, the
Council is involved in the care and
support of cancer patients, the

With Rev Euyakim Mar Coorilos Episcopa

mentally disturbed people
wandering on the street providing
food and accommodation, medical
and welfare expenses in and around
Mumbai, etc. The main objective of
KCC is to make a fundamental
difference, for the better, in the life
of poor and needy people in and
around Mumbai city.

He is a senior member of
Hiranandani Keralite Association
(HKA) and its Joint secretary. He is
in the forefront in all its social,
cultural and welfare activities.

He is a prominent face of Lions
Club of Powai. He is a reputed
member and one of the conveners of
Christian Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (CCCl), another
platform for successful businessmen.

Malbin Victor's wife Rosily
Malbin is from Kuzhikkatussary in
Thrissur. She completed her Post
Graduation in History and then
B.Ed. They got married in
1992 and she also moved to
Mumbai.

Rosily was a teacher in
several schools in Mumbai.
After some years of work,
she quit that profession and
became a woman
entreprencur. Today she is
successfully managing a
brand in the name of Haute!,
a unisex beauty Salon
operating from Hiranandani
Gardens, Powai.

They have one son, Alex
M. Victor and he is studying
in plus two at Poddar
School.

“As a young man, I had a lot of
dreams. In every one's life, there
may be struggles, challenges etc. In
my life too, there were huge
challenges, up and downs. But today
when I look back, with all humility, 1
feel and understand that, I have
achieved more than I dreamt. ] am a
contented man and always feel most
of the people are good and kind.
Sometimes I have seen, met real
angels in my life.

“I am a grass root level worker. |
never wished to hold positions. But ]
am always willing to take
responsibilities and deliver the
results”, he concludes humbly.” =
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Prof MR
Chandrasekharan

1953 December 20.

This date I found out from the
autobiography 'Kozhinha Ilakal'
(Fallen leaves) of Prof Joseph
Mundasseri. The day T was initiated
to newspaper journalism-that is the
importance of this date.

Under Joseph Mundasseri's
editorialship 'Navajeevan' daily was
getting started from Thrissur.

I had enquired with Thomas, son
of Mundasseri and proprietor of
Current Books about the likely
people working for it. Exaggeration
is the hallmark of his tongue. Some
very big people were coming, he
said.

I was then a final year student of
BOL course, known for its literary
value, in Sri Kerala Varma College,
Thrissur. If I succeeded in clearing
the examination, I could teach
Malayalam in colleges. I was not a
litterateur but only a student of
literature. Besides, I held some
positions such as President of
Thrissur District Students Federation,
member of Thrissur local committee
of Communist Party etc. So I had the
literary and political talent and so
didn't I deserve a position in a paper
controlled by the Party? Secretly |
aspired to work in it, not as a job or
for salary. An ambition to become a
journalist!

Words from Thomas discouraged
me. During Christmas vacation [
went for a visit to one of my relatives
for two days. 1 returned home around
noon. There was a message for me, to
reach Vallathol Press soon. The
messenger was a known political
worker.

After a hurried lunch, T walked to
Thrissur some five miles away. The
busfare was four annas, a big amount
then,

I reached Vallathol Press along
the southern round between

My initiation
to journalism

Prof Joseph Mundasseri

Municipal Road and Chembottil Lane
in New Nadakkavu. Communist Party
Office was above the press. The press
and the office were familiar to me as |
often visited them.

Two stalwarts

When I reached there around 3'o
clock, I saw two stalwarts preparing
news, Prof Joseph Mundasseri and Com
K K Varier. 1 don't need to mention
about Professor. Even the very active
political leaders of today may not know
the latter. He belonged to that group of
stalwarts like C Achutha Menon,
George Chadayanmuri and P
Gangadharan. He was a well known
Communist leader. People used to
humorously say that wherever there
was a physical assault he would reach
there to receive his share. He took part
in the Alappuzha strike of 1938 and
became a victim of severe torture. In
1952 he was the Communist candidate
against K Karunakaran of Congress
Party in Viyoor constituency. | was his
chief agent. One of his jokes cracked in
election meetings was that the massive

size of his body was formed by his flesh
having loosened from the bones due to
the police beatings. As he had some
cases registered against him in Kochi, he
went to Kozhikode to work as Sub-
Editor in "'Deshabhimani' during the
initial years of 1940s. Those days the
humorous titbits by name 'Nurungukal'
by 'Keeran'were originated from his pen.
Humorous speeches, inspiring
translations and instant humorous retorts
were his hallmarks. When one sees his
face, his sadness would vanish and a
smile would emerge.

I do not intend to write more on
Varier. He was strenuously writing while
sitting in Vallathol Press. Mundasseri
never used to write with his hand. But
here he too was writing. As soon as |
reached Varier, he handed over to me
several pieces of news and asked to
translate them,

Onam rush

When I looked around I could see an
Onam rush. Some people are busy in
depositing the old and new types in their
designated cells. On another side the
compositors are waiting for matter for
composing. Manager of the Press C
Achutha Kurup, son of poet Vallathol is
busy in various tasks.

The first task [ was assigned was to
translate the speech Com A K Gopalan
made in Lok Sabha. The pieces of news
from PTI would come in 1, 2, 3 serial
numbers and I have to assimilate them to
get the full text, I was told. I was not
aware of the notes at the end of each
piece as 'to continue' and 'concluded'.
With the available papers I prepared the
translation. I was not courageous enough
to show the translation to Mundasseri
and so I showed it to Varier. Varier
cannot convey anything mildly. | heard
him commenting “Your Munshi
Malayalam!” Later he added that only
simple Malayalam should be used and
that the labourers and semi literate
should be able to comprehend them. |

Kerala In Mumbai February-March 201



started avoiding usage of tough words
so that everyone could follow them. I
realised that only spoken style could be
used in journalism.

K K Varier is my guru in
journalism. His style was to write in an
emphatic razor sharp manner. I had read
so many of his columns in
'Deshabhimani.' To people of Thrissur,
the newspaper was 'Gomati.' Gomati
was a synonym for newspaper. I came
to know about my SSLC result from
Gomati bought from Thrissur. After
buying the paper | walked across the
Festival Grounds without even opening
the paper. Then I sat down under a
cotton tree and slowly went through all
the sundry columns. Then slowly I
moved to the page that printed the
results. Finally when I found my
number in it, when | go back to that
moment, my heart missed a few
beatings.

Two art forms

Though Gomati was the first
newspaper that I put my hands on and
read, it was "Deshabhimani’ that 1
regularly read later. People's Book Stall
of Communist Party was situated at the
place where Current Books now stands,
in 1946. The old Deshabhimani with
two pages reminded me a bird with one
wing. One Thomu alias P M Thomas
who lost one of his eyes and a few teeth
in police lathi charge, was the manager
of the book stall. Till 1949 when
Communist Party was banned by the
government and its allied institutions
were locked up, the book stall humbly
stood there.

I learned politics by reading
Deshabhimani. I was already familiar
with the language of Communists. Yet
when I wrote, it got mixed with an
academic tinge. That was what Varier
threw out.

Mundasseri Master taught me proof
reading. He showed me the symbols to
remove or replace characters and to
bring them closer or place them apart. |
obeyed his instructions. By evening I
learnt two art forms, first translation
and second, proof reading.

'Navalokam' from Ernakulam was
owned by Communist Party. After some
time since it folded up "Navajeevan'
was started from Thrissur. It was
expected that some of the editors of
Navalokam would join Navajeevan.
Some people from Deshabhimani of
Kozhikode were also expected to join.

Kerala In Mumbai February-March 2019

Deshabhimani did not disappoint us.

By evening Com I S Namboothiri from
Deshabhimani arrived at Navajeevan. [t
was a great relief. He boosted our self
confidence. A newspaper was not
merely some composed matter. It
contains several other aspects too and
experienced hands are required to meet
them.

At some hours of the night, the first
copy of the paper, printing ink still wet,
came to our hands. We, Mundasseri and
K K Varier, handled it with affection,
like a new born baby.

Editorship .

The main capital of Navajeevan was
the editorship of Mundasseri. Once the
press release about the paper came out,
newspaper agencies and subscribers
flowed to our office much beyond our
expectations. Enthusiasm of the party
workers and the strength of the
organisation helped it immensely.
Communist Party was young then and
so very enthusiastic.

A signed editorial by Joseph
Mundasseri, in second page (total four
pages) would stretch to two or three
columns. Then two or three short notes
by JM each would not be less than half
a column. He would not stop with these
two items. He was interested in letters
by readers. It was rare to receive
meaningful letters from readers for any
newspaper. He would dictate letters for
others to take down. These letters
would be such in which the readers
should pay attention.

The sender's name could be of any
anonymous person. The writer was free
to put any name appropriate to the
content. However in each letter
somewhere name of Mundasser would
creep up. “A gentle Catholic from
Kandassamkadavu,' 'Navajecvan edited
by Sri Mundasseri' etc would appear in
many letters. He was not intending to
promote himself but his insistence that
an ignorant reader should take note on
ideas of the intelligent.

Thus he would fill almost the
second page with Mundasseri trade
mark.

Mundasseri was very articulate
while addressing meetings. He would
even be articulate while dictating
editorials, notes and letters. On the
stage his speeches would remind us of
drizzle, torrential rain and even cloud
bursts. However when he dictated
serious matters this relentlessness

would not be missing. He would dictate
after long thinking and organising his
sentence would take time. There would
be long intervals between sentences. He
would stand crossing his hands, bending
head to one side and the open eyes
seeing nothing. He was preparing to
construct a sentence that contained
valuable ideas, appropriate words and
relevant feelings. There were occasions
when 1 fell asleep when the silence got
stretched.

NV S Varier

My journalism in Navajeevan did not
last long. With several breaks it lasted
about one year. It was not the duration
but the severe work load from the very
beginning that was important. The busy
schedule of first day continued for long.
I S Namboothiri came to help us but
soon he returned. Then N V S Varier
came. He was in Navalokam. Younger
brother of N V Krishna Varier, NV S
had a beautiful prosaic style that
demanded respect. | was inspired by his
translation of article by Ehrenberg,
published in 'Vishwakeralam.' During
1949 I had opportunity to interact with
NVS. T was deputed to NVS on the
strength of my translation. He entrusted
a long speech delivered by one of
secretaries of Soviet Communist Party, P
N Pospalov, on a special occasion, to me
for translation. Within the stipulated
time, I completed the job and returned
the work to NVS. It was then not
published. I do not know if it was
published ever.

I met NVS Varier in a house in
Cherur near Thrissur. | incidentally saw
well known Communist leader Ambadi
Sankarankutty Menon in the house
where NVS was staying incognito.
Menon and | were close. He too was
underground. Sankarankutty Menon
used to stay in villages in the northern
side of Thrissur.

‘Ugran’ Thampan

Sankarankutty Menon and I returned
together from NVS' hideout. On the way
he said, "’Let us meet Thampan.” I did
not know whom he was referring to.
One of the rules of Underground was
that none would disclose the real name.
When Menon said that we were going to
meet "Ugran Thampan' I became
inquisitive. When we met him, I
regretted the visit. When we approached
him he was very angry like a pregnant
tiger ready to tear anyone coming near.




The issue was that a messenger he sent
to Thrissur was late.

I thought of him as a leader who
talked nonsense. He was continuously
proclaiming, “I will fire him,” “I will
fire him.” He must have possessed a
gun. There was a rumour that all
Communist leaders in hiding were
carrying guns. Some of the leaders did
not have even a torch. The resignation
of Ambadi Sankarankutty Menon and
his wife Lakshmikutty Amma from
Communist Party in 1949 evoked shock
waves among the cadres. The entire
Party in Thrissur region was in turmoil.
It was followed by more resignations
by some more members and supporters
and the matter was published in
newspapers by paying them. When he
resigned he had a three cell torch
borrowed by me from someone. 1
collected it from him by sending a man
secretly to him.

When the temper cooled down,
Thampan started talking about
attacking police stations in Amballur
and Anthikkad. These villages were
strong centres of the Party. If we did so
Panambilly Govinda Menon would run
away to Delhi to hide himself, he said.
We did not stay there longer and
escaped without getting hurt.

This Thampan was taken into
custody in Aluva. This tall leader
revealed every secret of the Party to the
police. Party's secret groups
everywhere in Kerala crumpled. Aluva
was the secret centre of the Party then.
Hearing the Thampan episode, EMS

I

£

Namboothiripad and K C George
abandoned their hideouts and ran away
unescorted. It was mere luck they did
not land in police custody.

NVS Varier was with Navajeevan
for two or three days. He was not keen
to work there. He left the office by
saying that he would pay a visit to
Ernakulam. He never came back. Later
we heard that he joined Mathrubhumi.

God's messenger

Until the Christmas vacation was
over I worked in Navajeevan tirelessly.
There was an easy chair in Vallathol
Press. It served me as my chair and bed.
There was not enough furniture in the
press. When worked, I used a wooden
board to write during day and at night
raised my legs on to the board and
sleep. After a few days I could not stand
erect.

As soon as I woke up in the
morning, I would take the waves of
paper lying in front of the PTI box and
tear then into sections separating
according to the subjects. Important
items were translated soon. The
editorial dictated by Mundasseri on the
previous day and the local news would
go for composing and then I would sit
for proof reading. There was no
separate proof reader.

It was Soman, an important Party
activist in Thrissur, who was looking
after local news. It was a wonder that
every day the newspaper came out with
four pages filled. Occasionally [ S
Namboothiri and P Raman Menon from

e

e

Deshabhimani came to help. My college
reopened and I had to go. How to go?
Then as a messenger of god, came TKG
Nair. He was thrown out from Calcutta
for being a Communist. He reached
Bangalore and started writing his
memoirs in a soft language for K
Damodaran's "Navayugam' published
from Thrissur. His column was very
popular. Navajeevan now got a stable
editor when TKG came. Following the
split in Communist Party, Navajeevan
shifted to Kozhikode as CPI's mouth
piece. When Navajeevan was closed
down, T K G Nair joined Malayala
Manorama.

Non-availability of proper editorial
board was not the only problem
Navajeevan faced. Since inception the
management was in total disorder. The
printed paper was bundled and sent to
the agents and the unsold copies
returned were never properly accounted.
Unsold papers formed mountains inside
the press and were used to wrap next
day's bundles.

There is a say that every drop of
water spilled into the sea also should be
accounted. I brought the issue of
mismanagement before the district
secretary, responsible for the paper,
Janarddhanan but it had no effect and
the system continued as before.

We were hard pressed for money.
The new editor TKG Nair joined a lodge
in Chembukkavu where Communist
leader, advocate and MLAT K
Ramakrishnan stayed. When the month
end came for payment of bill, TKG was
in doldrums. No money was
forthcoming from Navajeevan.

Simple picture

We draw a simple picture of the
lifestyle of editors in Navajeevan.
Everyday around noon, TKG and me
would get one rupee each. For one and a
half rupee we would order a 'parcel’ -
from Pathan Swamy's hotel. For the

remaining eight annas, TKG would buy
a packet of cigarettes. My habit was
snuff, not a big expense. The speciality
of Pathan's parcel was that it would
suffice for three or four people. For
lunch we always had guests.

If we eat well during lunch, we could
skip the supper and there was no money
t00. Supperiess nights became the order
of those davs.

After Chnistmas | went to college.
During spare time I used to go to
Navajeevan and belped them. In 1954 1
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