N R K Pillai

TAPPING JOB
OPPORTUNITIES
OVERSEAS

He has helped legions of ambitious young
men and women find a job and settle down
in life through his publications. A profile of
NRK Pillai who straddles a niche market
and is a happy and contented man.

\

-P K Ravindranath

bright idea, at the right time
and the will to implement it at
ny cost, is all that takes to

chart one's life and career defying all
odds. The result could be spectacular
success, besides becoming a guiding
star for millions of Indian job hunters.

That sums up the career of 57-year old
N R K Pillai, Editor, Printer and
Publisher of the bi-weekly
ASSIGNMENTS ABROAD TIMES, the
pole star for qualified, skilled and
experienced professionals seeking
Assignments abroad, mainly in West
Asian Countries. Now in its 19" Year,
the publication is the most-sought after
journal that lists advertisements of
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hundreds of employers looking for the
right personnel. Over the last two
decades the journal, published on
Wednesdays and Saturdays, has found
the right jobs for thousonds of
unemployed or under-employed
persons.

The eight-page broadsheet generally
carries two to three pages of display
advertisements offering placements for
a wide variety of jobs in almost all the

Gulf Countries. Many of them are from
Indion placement agencies, who have
been in this business for decades.

One such Mumbai-based recruitment
agency stated that the journal has
almost the same pull as some of the
more established daily newspapers,
which charge three to four times the
advertising rates of “Assignments
Abroad Times.” Acknowlegedly, N R K
Pillai runs on offluent publication,

N R K Pillai and Family

The UV Printing technology is the first of
its kind in India. Aishwaryo
Publications, the owners of
“Assignments Abroad Times” is now in
a position to offer its spare capacity to
print periodicals, books, calendars and
daily newspapers which don't intrude
on the printing dates of “Assignments
Abroad Times.”

Pillai learnt all about advertising and
marketing during the 13 years he
worked for the Response Department
of Bennett Coleman ond Co.,
proprietors of “The Times of India”
group of publications.

In 1986, at the oge of 32, Pillai, father
of two school-going children, decided
to call it a day with Bori Bunder. He set
up his own odvertising agency,
Aishwarya Advertising and Marketing
and topped into all the goodwill and
contacts he had made while working
for “The Times of India.” In 1991 he
launched Aishwarya Publications.
Then, in 1993 come “Assignments
Abroad Times” as a weekly.

It was evident soon enough that the
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publication had filled a gaping void in
the employment market and Pillai
made it o bi-weekly. From then on, it
has climbed newer heights each yeor,
earning the blessings of thousands of
job seekers who for five rupees would
get all the odvertisements of jobs they
could apply for within the covers of one
journal.

Now, when the publication is well
established and about to celebraote its
“successful 20" Year” Pillai is about to
induct his son, Suraj, who has just
completed his MBA into Aishwarya
Publications to toke “Assignments
Abroad Times” to newer heights. “The
potential is greot,” avers Pilloi who
would like to share his burden and
possibly spawn more niche
publications.

The news content in “Assignments
Abroad Times” is all job oriented, with
the focus on the UAE, Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf countries. The lead story in
one issue is headlined: “Media jobs up
in UAE, solories competitive.” Other
stories were: “High Growth forecast for
Gulf Nations,” “Saudi Approves JV to
Increases Production,” “UAE Gets
Tough on Visit Visa Rule Violators.”
These are stories one does not find in
mainline dailies or even the financial
dailies.

“Assignments Abrood Times” has o
circulation spread over the country, the
Gulf states and Saudi Arobia. It has
representative offices in Dubai and
Muscot aoand New Delhi and
representatives in all the metropolises
of the country. The network is wide.

Pillai's family hailed from Mavelikara,
but had shifted to Trivandrum where he
was born and had his education.
Armed with o degree he landed in
Mumbai, staying with relations in
Chembur till he was able to afford his
own apartment in Dombivili, when he
got married to Jyoti. The couple have a
son, Suraj and doughter Lakshmi, who
is married and stays in Dubai with her
husband and son.

Pilloi, now straddling a niche market no
one had thought of, is a happy and
contented man. He looks back often to
the years of struggle, stiff opposition

ond all the setbocks he had to
overcome. He muses about the tough
competition omong daily newspapers
that hos set in, in recent times and is
happy that he is not in this ratroce any
longer. Remembering all the kind-
hearted colleagues and friends who

helped him in his climb to the top, Pillai
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N R K Pillai with wife Jyoti

Selling f m’ - o commission basis

Sateliite Park, 60 Ft. Road, Near GCC Club, Hatkesh,
Mira-Bhayander Road, Mira Road (E), Thane-401107.

HELPLINE NUMBERS
9892542228 / 9004782228 / 9987942228
9087952228 / 9987962228

{ Annual Maintenance Service Scheme / Package

is o generous donor for oll good
couses.

An optimist to the core, N R K Pillai
looks back with pride on the legion of
ambitious young men and women
whom he had helped find Assignments
abroad.
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